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This is not a drill.

WWe save you money:
We save you time:
Yougetia new car:

~
[

Salary package your next vehicle with Novated by
Fleetcare and experience the difference: ’ '

e All vehicle bills paid upfront

novated

by fleetcare

e Fleet purchasing power for best vehicle prices
e Discounted fuel & maintenance

e Dedicated account manager for optimum support

Call today and we’ll give you a $300 Myer voucher absolutely FREE
when you sign up!

Call Ross on 0488 557 127 or Adam on 0448 448 723 for an obligation free
quote or visit fleetcare.com.au/novated



5th FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION

PATRON: COL Ray Hyslop OAM RFD

OFFICE BEARERS

PRESIDENT: LTCOL Derek Cannon RFD ~ 31 Southee Road, RICHMOND NSW 2753 ~ (H) (02) 4578 2185
HON. SECT: Alan Curry ~ 6 Reliance Boulevarde, TANILBA BAY NSW 2319 ~ (H) (02) 4982 4646
Mobile: 0427 824 646

HON TREASURER:  Brian Tams ~ 4/24-26 Barrenjoey Road, ETTALONG BEACH NSW 2257 ~ (H) (02) 4341 9889

COMMITTEE: Warren BARNES Mobile: 0409 909 439
Fred BELL (ASM) Mobile: 0410 939 583
Bill CLUTTERBUCK Phone: (02) 4982 5725
Barry COLLINS OAM Phone: (02) 9398 6448
John de WITT Phone: (02) 9525 4951
Mick ROWLEY Phone: (02) 9570 5381

CONTENTS

Vale: John Wherrett, Steve Baldick, Miles Havyatt, Ray Grant, Terry Crawley ... 3
LifEBRAERADETS ... fillisiserrrrromesge e e i B B R AR LW i 7
Message from thelRIESIHERL..............5......cocccbeenrrereereecreeiree B L T N TS 8 9
Message from thElSECIETARIIE B, ...................coocoorecvreerrccsinnnn il ... L T TR N R 11
Anzac Day March Details / AHS Centaur MemOorial CoreMONY .. ...ciuiueeerstieeesisssseessessssesssssssssssssssssssssesisssssstis 13
Resepve Forces [JERRINISREIEIE SN ol TN B0 1 0 e e el 14
Dates for your Diary / Happy Birthday .......cceceeeemreemessssesssseessssesssnesssne 15
Boer War Day.. . B e TTRIRARAR EABAENCF- 16
Royal Australian Army Medlcal Corp ................................................................................................... 17 8
Cpl Benjamin Roberts-Smith, VC MGi.....coeveesceessssesessssseeesssssssssssisson 18
Congratulations /2011 Fund Raiser ..... rorsoselrsssirmsersso ST .....oc..roosssessossssssssossssssssoses N e 21
5 CSSB Health Company News / Sick Parade / Kind Acknowledgements ..................... B 22
NEW MEMDETS w.ovovosvvrsserrrsseessssmessssssssssssssssssssssses W o AW n OSSOSO 23
Message from MEMDETS...........isssssessessie B o I R e B o O 25
TRENK YOUL..... 00 e S O O e 29
[tem s Of N Te S e O . 31
CyClonE Yas . T reeresnereseresss: O e 37
5th Fld Amb Application for Membership Form...... o W RO IO eevesssis 47
ACTIVEY She SN e T rerssssnsssssrses i enresssssssee .. 48

Official Publishers: Statewide Publishing P/L

5th FIELD ABN 65 116 985 187
PO BOX 770, WEST RYDE NSW 1685
AM B U LANCE PHONE: 1300 662 885 « FACSIMILE: 1300 557 996
RAAM C EMAIL: statepub@bigpond.net.au

Printed by Galloping Press
ASSOCIATION Unit 29, 398 The Boulevarde, Kirrawee NSW 2232 - Phone: 9521 3371

S5th FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION




Book in store for the
best prices and the
widest choice.

Luxury Houseboat Hire

On the Freshwater Myall Lakes

No tides or currents

33’ Houseboats 2-6 berth
45’ Houseboats 10 berth
SHELTERED MOORINGS
PHONE OR BOOK ONLINE

Weekend Escapes

Extended Holidays

No Licence necessary

2-and-a-half hours

north of Sydney

Our boats are also

available for Jetty Stay

Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance
RAAMC Association

Accommodation

BULAHDELAH NSW

Lowest Airfare Guarantee

Ask us how we'll beat any airfare quote

ANZAC Tour
4 days

2689

INCLUDES 2 nights accom, some meals,
coach transport & services of a Tour guide.
HIGHLIGHTS Bosphorus cruise, Gallipoli

Peninsular, & ANZAC dawn service.

ANZAC Tour 14 days

INCLUDES |2 nights accom, most meals,
coach transport, & services of a Tour guide.
HIGHLIGHTS Cappadocia, Aegean Coast,
Gallipoli Peninsular, Bosphorus cruise, ANZAC
dawn service, Troy & ruins. $1929*

Kokoda Trail 10 days

INCLUDES 9 nights accom, all meals, Papua
New Guinea Guide, cooks, national park &
conservation fees, flight from Port Moresby
to Kokoda, trek equipment, Bomana War

Cemetery visit. was *3238 now from °2468"

from

Fiji
4 nights

2109

INCLUDES STAY 4 & PAY 3
with return transfers.

London 4 nights 4-star
INCLUDES Accom at the Thistle City
Barbican & breakfast daily. from *369°

Paris 4 nights
INCLUDES STAY 4 &PAY 3

with breakfast daily. from 5259"
Malaysia & Thailand Cruise
9 nights

INCLUDES Cruise on Funchal from Singapore
with all main meals & entertainment on board.

ITINERARY Singapore — Phuket

— Penang — Langkawi — Port Klang

— Malacca - Singapore from °1085"

Airlie Beach
4 nights 4/2-star

2315

INCLUDES Accom at Waters Edge Resort.

Melbourne
2 nights

2129

ADD Lanes & Arcades Tour from $115:

Byron Bay 3 nights 4-star
INCLUDES STAY 3 & PAY 2

Brisbane 2 nights
ADD Tangalooma Day Cruise

at BreakFree Eco Beach. from 189" Tour from $95. from *159°
Noosa 4 nights from$345°  Darwin 2 nights 4-star
" 4 INCLUDES Accom at the

Margaret River 2 nights 4-star Cullen Bay Resort. ADD Sunset Cruise
INCLUDES Accom at from $53". from *179°
Margarets Beach Resort. from 169"

§ on Perth 3 nights 4-star
Palm Cove 2 nights 4-star INCLUDES Accom at the
INCLUDES Accom at Novotel _ Mercure Perth. ADD Swan River Scenic
Rockford Palm Cove. from *149"  Cruise from $41°. from *315°
Surfers Paradise 3 nights 4%2-star ~ Sydney 4 nights
INCLUDES STAY 3 & PAY 2 INCLUDES STAY 4 & PAY 3. ADD The
at the Mantra Legends Hotel. from *159"  Bridge Climb from $198. from 5315"

Visit your local Flight Centre store for airfares to get you there!

For more information on these
and other great deals visit

Visit us in store.

We have over 600 stores across Australia.

N (D 1300 488 530

"Applies to genuine quotes fiom cirines and Austrlian registered businesses and websites for travel that originatesfdeparts fom Australa. Quote must be in writing and must be presented to us prior to booking, are must be avalable and able to be baoked by the general public when you bring it to us. Fares available due to membership of a group or corporate entity o subscription
to a closed group are excluded. Must be for same dates and flight class. We will beat price by $1.00. For full terms and conditions see flightcentre.com.au. *Travel restrictions and conditions apply. Please ask us for further etails. Prices and taxes are correct as at | Mar |1 and are subject to change without notice. Prices quoted are on sale until 10 Jun 11 unless otherwise stated
or sold out prir. Prices are per person and are subject to availabilty. Accommodation (i included) s based on twin share. Seasonal surcharges and blackout dates may apply depending on date of travel Prices shown are fll inclusive of taxes, leves, government charges and other applicabl fees. Flights not incuded unless otherwise stated. Where flght i included, adiional
taxes specific to your flight routing may apply andlor may not include checked luggage (which can incur additional charges). Payments made by credit card will incur a surcharge. Prices shown are for payments made by cash in store. Advertised price includes any bonus nights. Minimumimaximum stay restrictions may apply. Pure ANZAC: Price based on twin share and 23 Apr 12
departure. ANZAC Cobber: Price based on twin share and 13 Apr |1 departure. Kokoda Trail: Price is based on twin share and 817 Apr 1 and 24 Apr - 3 May |1 departures. FROM BRISBANE. Flight Centre Limited (ABN 25 003 377 188) trading as Flight Centre. Licence No. TAG262. roame_IOapr_I56x260_fc

flightcentre.com.au
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John WHERRETT------------- ?/8/08
& Steve BALDICK -------------- 7/12/10
Miles HAVYATT----------- 10/12/10

John Wherrett joined us as an Asso-
ciate Member in 2002. | wrote in our
AUGUST Newsletter of that year that
John’s dad was (the late) LTCOL Reg
Wherrett, a past CO of 5th Field
Ambulance (1948-54).

| can’t explain what happened to
John. He passed away in August 2008
but the first | knew of it was when our
Christmas Magazine (2010) was returned
with “Deceased—passed away August
2008"!

| immediately rang around a number
of funeral parlours in the Newcastle area
and was eventually informed that John
was cremated at Lake Macquarie Crema-
torium in 2008.

| left my contact number with the
Crematorium and Funeral Director, for
the family to ring me but word came
back that the family did not wish to
make contact. Due to “Privacy Laws” the
Crematorium/Funeral Parlour would not
even divulge his date of death to me!

It is sad to think that one of our
members passed away and we weren't
informed, and weren't even there to say
farewell, nor able write to any of John's
family.

I don't know if John had children but
if so, and they happen to read this small
tribute, we pass on our sincere sympa-
thies. Likewise, if any of our members
knew John personally and would like me
write about it, | would be very happy to
do so. | did not know John’s age.

Steve Baldick took
a turn for the worse in
November last year
and was admitted to
Sutherland Hospital
to undergo tests. The
tests revealed advanced tumours in his
body which were inoperable.

He was then moved from Sutherland
Hospital to the Calvary Hospice in
Kogarah, in late November, where he
faded away peacefully on the 7th
December. Steve was born on the
24/12/1934.

I had an opportunity to visit Steve on
the Friday (3rd December), when | was in
Sydney, and was allowed to stay with
him for a few minutes. He could not talk
but indicated that he was not in any
pain and he gently squeezed my hand
when | told him his many friends were
asking about him.

Steve suffered a severe illness some
few years back and was in hospital for

many, many weeks, hovering between
life and death in Intensive Care, but he
pulled through and although not as
robust as he once was, he always came
to our marches, parades and functions.

Steve was always a “Message” source
for me. Our members would have read
his articles and comments in quite a few
of our Newsletters and magazines.

| think the recent“house” move, from
his unit in Sutherland to Miranda, took
its toll on Steve.

Steve’s funeral service was held at
Woronora Crematorium on the 16th
December and was ably conducted by
the Miranda Sub Branch Welfare Officer,
Mr. Bruce Grimley. | can't speak highly
enough of the Miranda Sub Branch.

Their President, WO 11 Warren
Barnes, who is also one of our commit-
tee members, immediately asked Bruce
to do what he could for Steve, and
between his Sub Branch and the NSW
RSL it was arranged for Steve to have a
dignified funeral.

| was surprised to see the number of
people who came to pay their last
respects, because in speaking to Steve's
good friends, Peter Leitch and Peter’s
nephew, Petty Officer Rodney Cohan, |
was led to believe that there would only
be a handful of people present.

Steve’s wife, Joan, had passed away
some 20 years ago and there were no
children to the marriage and his mum
and dad had also passed away many
years ago, with Steve being their only
child. It appeared that he did not make
much, if any, contact with aunts or
cousins etc, so it was a nice surprise to
learn afterwards that some cousins
attended his service. | was pleasantly
surprised to receive a phone call from
our member, John Roche, to ask me to
talk to an aunt of Steve—Mrs. Mary
Hammond (see also Dr. John Roche in
“Messages from Members”). | duly spoke
to Mary, who is in her 90’s, and she
enlightened me to a lot of Steve's per-
sonal life. | was appreciative of her
telling me about her nephew, Steve.

The RSL Ceremony conducted by
Bruce, heard that Steve's army service
started when he was “called up” for
National Service.

He was drafted into the 2nd Intake of
1953 to 13 NS Bn at Ingleburn on the
28th April. He then transferred to the
CMF on the 5 August 1953.

On completion of his NS obligation
on the 27 April 1958 he then transferred
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Ray GRANT ---------m--meome 30/12/10
Terry CRAWLEY ----------- 10/1/11

to Full Time duty in the CMF on the same
date, and discharged with the rank of
Captain on the 22 April 1969.

The units Steve served in were;

13 NS Trg Bn, 5th Field Ambulance and
HQ 2 Div.

Steve was awarded the Reserve
Force Decoration with 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Clasps, The National Medal with 1st
Clasp, The Australian Defence Medal,
Efficiency Medal and the Anniversary of
National Service 1951-1972 Medal.

Our Association kindly thanks the
following members who came to the
funeral and paid their respects; Derek
Cannon, Barry COLLINS OAM, Alan CURRY,
John de WITT, Edwin LOWERY, Bill
MOLLOY, James ROCHE OAM, George SIP,
Brian TAMS and Warwick WILKINSON AO.

Miles Havyatt took sick in late
November 2010 and was admitted to
hospital where his condition gradually
deteriorated, and after two weeks he
passed away peacefully with his family
by his side, on the 10th December 2010.
Miles was 89 years of age.

His wife, Eleanor, wrote to me. |
received her letter on the 13th January
and she said it was Miles’s wish to have a
private funeral with no Public Notice.

Eleanor said Miles’s first wife, Betty,
passed away eleven years ago and that
she and Miles have been happily
married for the last nine years.

Eleanor said Miles had a long and
very busy life and was a very successful
dermatologist.

He is survived by Eleanor, three sons,
four grandchildren and five great grand-
children.

When | notified our (email) members
of Miles’s death, a number of them
emailed me back to say they knew Miles
and to pass on their sincere sympathies
to all the family. No doubt, when our
other members read this sad news, they
also will remember Miles with very fond
memories.

Miles’s Army Record shows he
enlisted in the CMF on the 4th Decem-
ber 1941 until the 11th February 1942.

He re-enlisted in the CMF 1st
December 1948 until the 29th April
1958.

He re-enlisted again, in the CMF, on
the 5th May 1961 until discharged on
the 13th June 1972 with the rank of
LTCOL.

Miles served in the following units;




“Friendly help for the aged
and disabled”

B¥ 1300 135 605 All enquires welcome

Alice Springs
= - & ."i:‘.-‘ - -

Recruiting now.
- Bush policing is
. a great lifestyle.

“Even after 16 years | still love being an NT Police Officer. The work is endlessly
fascinating and constantly challenging with new things to learn daily and I'm
paid to travel across the Territory. Alice Springs was a great posting and now
I'm in Darwin in the Forensics Unit working on some amazing cases.

What’s not to like? Hopefully you join me.”

Senior Constable Bindi Burnell.

Applications Close: 13 May 2011
Assessment Centre: Darwin/Alice Springs: 5 June 2011
Commencement: 3 October 2011
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1st Division Sydney University Regt.,
2nd Field Engineer Regt., 1st Field Dressing
Station, 5th Field Ambulance, 11th Port
Regt., 1st General Hospital and HQ Eastern
Command Training Group.

Miles was awarded the Efficiency
Decoration with 1st Clasp.

If any member would like me to
write about any of their connection with
Miles, | would be very happy to place it
in our next newsletter.

Ray Grant was a
well-respected and
distinguished soldier
and friend, and he
had made a great
many friends and
comrades in his 35
year's army service.

It was a big shock to me when |
heard the sad news of his death from his
daughter, Helen. Ray passed away from
a sudden heart attack, on the 30th
December 2010. He had only just moved
into a Nursing Home in nearby Mount
Waverley the previous week, and | was
waiting to get his new telephone
number from Helen.

Our Association sincerely thanks
Kevan (Bat) Andrews, President of the
RAAMC Association Inc. (Vic Branch) for
organising the RSL Ceremony for Ray
and his family, which was held on the
7th of January 2011 at the Springvale
Pioneer Chapel.

Eulogies were given by his son, John,
and his son-in-law, Jason.

There were a number of Sydney
friends who were not able to be present
and | was very thankful that our Vic-
torian member, Mrs Rayda Noble, was
able to represent our Association.

Ray’s daughter, Helen, and her family
—husband Jason, daughter Victoria and
son Charles, wrote this beautiful tribute;

A ship sails and | stand watching till he
fades on the horizon and someone by my
side says he is gone. Gone where? Gone
from my sight, that is all.

He is just as large now as when | last
saw him. His diminished size and total loss
from my sight is in me, not in him.

And just at that moment, when some-
one at my side says he is gone, there are
others who are watching him coming over
their horizon and other voices take up a
glad shout---There he comes! That is what
dying is. A horizon and just the limit of our
sight.

Thank you for your love and support.

Ray’s Army Service shows that he
enlisted in the CMF on the 17th Septem-
ber 1941 and after 3 months training he

went on to Full Time Duty in the CMF
until 30 September 1942.

He joined the A.LF. on the 1st Octo-
ber 1942 until 30 June 1947, then
enlisted in the Interim Army on the 1st
July 1947 until 8th August 1948.

Ray then enlisted in the Regular
Army on the 9th August 1948 until his
discharge, on retirement, with the rank
of LTCOL on 5th July 1976.

Ray saw Operational Service in
Singapore from 25th September 1957 to
24th December 1958 and in Vietnam
(visit) 27th May 1970 to 6th June 1970.

Ray served in the following units;

2nd Australian Field Ambulance Train,
3rd Australian Field Ambulance Train,
2/14th Australian Field Ambulance, 2/2nd
Australian Hospital Ship, HQ Eastern
Command, 2nd Camp Hospital, 13th NS
Training Bn, 8th Australian Field Ambu-
lance, 16th Commonwealth Field Ambu-
lance, HQ Western Command, 5th Field
Ambulance, Army Headquarters and Per-
sonnel Branch.

Ray was awarded the following;

War Medal 1939-45, Australian
Service Medal 1939-45, Australian Active
Service Medal 1945-75 with Clasps
Malaya and Vietnam, Vietnam Logistic
and Support Medal, Defence Force
Service Medal with 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Clasps, National Medal with 1st Clasp,
Australian Defence Medal and Pingat
Jasa Malaysia.

If any friend of Ray would like write a
tribute about him | would be | would be
pleased to put it in our magazine.

Terry Crawley passed away peacefully
in the Royal North Shore Hospital
(Sydney) on the 10th January with his
family by his side. He took ill with a
respiratory condition in early January
from which he could not recover. Terry
was 71 years of age.

Terry, since joining our Association in
2008, would always rush out to greet us
when our Association passed his “post”
on the ANZAC Day march.

Terry had a large gathering of family
and friends to farewell him at the Holy
Spirit Catholic Church in North Ryde on
the 17th January.

He was a long-serving member of
the St John’s Ambulance Brigade and he
had a large Honour Guard made up of its
members. This included our own good
member, MAJGEN Warren Glenny AO,
who is also the present Commissioner of
the St John’s Ambulance Brigade in
NSW.

Terry was also involved with Legacy
and it was nice gesture for seven ladies
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from the Burwood RSL Club Legacy
Branch to be present to pay their final
respects.

Eulogies were given by Geoff Gil-
christ, Malcolm Little and Kevin Brady
and each in their own way described a
man who contributed much to his com-
munity and to his family.

Terry was a member of the Burwood
RSL Sub Branch and their President, Alex
Pirie and Treasurer, Kevin Brady, con-
ducted the RSL Ceremony.

Terry’'s army service shows that he
enlisted in the CMF on the 21st October
1963 and discharged on the 23rd
December 1968 with the rank of
Sergeant. He served with 1 General
Hospital and 5 Field Medical and Dental
Equipment Depot.

Terry was awarded the Australian
Defence Medal. After the service, Terry
was interred at the Macquarie Park
Cemetery in North Ryde.

| sincerely thank our member,
Michael Moroney, for sending me all the
information. He remarked that the
Church Service and the graveside
Service was most dignified and was
thinking that the people who attended
would have recollected Terry’s contribu-
tion to society

A “Wake"” was held afterwards at the
Burwood RSL Club and a large number
of people, including representatives
from the St John's Ambulance Brigade
(cadets also) were in attendance.

Michael remarked that he left the
Club about 3.30pm and there was still a
large crowd in the private room.

| sincerely thank MAJGEN Warren
Glenny AO and Michael Moroney from
our Association for their representation,
also on behalf of Terry's friends who
were not able to be present. (My apolo-
gies if | have omitted any other member
who may have attended.)

Terry is survived by his wife, Anne,
and children, Adrian, Judith and Anthony
and their partners and family.

Anne wrote this lovely tribute to her
husband, Terry:

My darling Terry, | married my best
friend, the one I laugh with, live for, dream
with and love.

Love doesn’t end with dying, or leave
with the last breath,

For someone I've loved so deeply, love
doesn’t end with death.

In God’s care you rest above, in my
heart you rest with love,

Memories of you are mine to keep, my
words are few but my love is deep.

LEST WE FORGET
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Launchmg 1st May

Enter code “ADF” lcheckout to
claim your Defence Force discount
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COL Suresh

* CAP Steve
WO Il Warren

+ Mr. Neil
Mr. Fred
Mr. Don

* MAJGEN John
Dr. Harding

# Mrs Edna
LTCOL Derek
Mr. Kevin
LTCOL David
Mr. John
Mr. Bill
Mr. K.B. (Barry)

* Mr. Ross
Mr. Roy
Mr. Alan

* Mr. Shaun
MAJ John
Mr. George
LTCOL Marie
LTCOL Andrew

* LTCOL James
Mr. Phillip

* WO 1 Bert
Mr. Nelson
Mr. Garry
Mr. Ron
Mr. Joe

* LTCOL J.R. (Ray)
Mr. George

* LTCOL Miles
MAJ Eileen
MAJ James

# Mrs. Norma
COL Ray
CAP Jim
CAP Natalie
Mr. Terry

# Mr. Don
Sir Keith
LTCOL Stuart
Mr. Anthony

MAJ Robert (Bob)

Mr. Colin

LTCOL Edward (“Ted")

COL Frank
# Mr. Terry
Mr. John
# Mr. Bryan
*#Mrs. Estelle
MAJ Kathleen
Mr. Robert
* Mr. Roy

5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association

(Please contact me if | have omitted your name)

LIFE MEMBERS

BADAMI OAM RFD
BALDICK RFD ED (Rtd)
BARNES

BARRIE

BELL

BOOTH
BROADBENT CBE DSO ED
BURNS OAM
CANNON

CANNON RFD
CARTER
CAVANAUGH RFD ED
CHARTER
CLUTTERBUCK
COLLINS OAM
CRAFTER
CROSSLEY

CURRY

DANAHER

de WITT ED (RL)
DONNELLY

DOYLE

ELLIS OAM

ELLIS

FAGUE

FERGUSON
FIORENTINO
FLOOD

FOLEY

GATTY

GRANT (Rtd)
HARRIS

HAVYATT ED (Rtd)
HENDERSON RFD
HOOLAN USMC Rtd
HUTTON

HYSLOP OAM RFD
ILIOPOULOS
ILIOPOULOS

IRVINE

JARMAN

JONES KB FRCS (Edin.)FRACS
JONES

JORDAN

KENYON

KLINE

KREMER OAM
LANG OAM RFD ED (Rtd)
LANGWORTHY
LASTOVICKA
LINDSAY

LINDSAY
LOADSMAN

LOVE

LOVE

Mr. Edwin
Mr. Alen
Mr. Robert (Bob)
Mr. Nick
Dr. Helena
# Mr. Don
COL Bill
COL G.R.W. (“Roy”)
Mr. John
# Mrs. Yvonne
Mr. Ken
Mr. Barry
WO 1 E. (Bill)
Mr. Charles
COL John
MAJ Peter
MAJGEN John
Mr. Barry
# Mrs. Heather
LTCOL David
LTCOL John
Mrs. Karen
WO 1 Ken
Mr. John
Dr. F.G. (Geoff.)
+Mr. Thomas (Tom)
COL Robert (Bob)
Mr. Alan
CAP James
Mr. Michael
Mr. Bill
Sr. Elizabeth
Mr. Paul
Mr. Robert
CAP Stephen
Mr. Robert
Mr. Chris
Mr. Peter
Sr. EEW. (“Sue”)
Mr. Peter
Dr. Peter
Dr. Michael
* CAP A. (“Morrie”)
Mrs. Ruth
Mrs. Kate
Mr. Matthew
Mr. Arthur (“Bubby”)
Mr John
MAJ Bruce
CAP Don
MAJ Alex
Mr. David
Dr. Phillip
Mr. Jim

LOWERY

LUCIC

LYNCH
MARSHALL
MARTIN

MELVILLE
MOLLOY RFD ED
McDONALD (Rtd)
McKEOWN RFD
McLEAN

McNUFF

O'KEEFE

O’KEEFE (Rtd))
O’'MEALLY
OVERTON OAM
PAISLEY (Rtd)
PEARN AO RFD CStJ
PERRIGO

PERIGO

PHILLIPS RFD
PHILLIPS OAMRFD ED
PHILLIPS (nee Stead)
PHILLIPS OAM
PRICE

PRIOR
PRITCHARD

REID ED (Rtd)
ROBINSON
ROCHE OAM
ROWLEY
RYLANDS
SHEARD
SHERGOLD
SHILLINGSWORTH
STEIGRAD (Rtd)
STEWART
STRODE
SULLIVAN

THOMPSON (neww Shaw)

THOMPSON
TRALAGGAN
TYQUIN

VANE

VAUDIN (nee Corbett)
VERCOE
VERCOE
WALTON
WEAVER
WHITTET (Rtd)
WIKNER ED JP
WILLIAMS
WILLIAMS
YUILE
ZORBAS

+ 2/5th Fd Amb # Associate * Deceased
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Urgent surgical patient, unconscious.

Multiple fragment wounds to neck, face, and
chest. Need for intubation to secure airway
determined. Medivac inbound,

ETA

In field settings, the GlideScope®
Ranger enables faster intubations,
in fewer attempts, than direct

laryngoscopy." : :
”)
It's also received the U.S. Army "

Airworthiness and U.S. Air Force
“Safe-To-Fly” certifications.

+61(0)2.9006.1272 | glidescope.com S GLIDESCOPE®

Video Laryngoscopes

salesanz@verathon.com Desianed for 1% Pass Success

Sunny(Cieve
| :l,-‘c_f-m' Community - Your Choice

i A y

| FOR ENQUIRIES CALL

 Bathurst N5W
Dubbo NSW
Tamworth NSW
Wagga Wagga NSW 02 6971 (468 Launceston Tas

03 5022 BO11
02 6332 6855  Ballarat Vic 03 5335 6649
02 6881 6908  Shepparton Vi 03 5821 7405
02 6761 7889 ‘Warrnambool Vic 03 5561 0188
03 6331 3244

Mildura Vic

At SunnyCove, we manage
rental retirement communities
for independent seniors
looking for a quality lifestyle,
convenient location, modern
living and value for money,

www.sunnycove.com.au
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UNDER NEW

NATIONAL ACCREDITATION MANAGEMENT
» Haul Truck » Water Truck

» Loader » Roller > Assessments for
» Excavator » HR Licenses experienced

» Skid Steer » Other machines operators

Practical operating experience in a working quarry,

plus our world class advanced simulator training.

v Strong links with the mining & construction industries

Aus:coil "« Ph 9404 6060

=35 bob@auscom.com.ov

www.aus-com.com.au

¢ WATER:JEL

=K

WATERJEL BURN DRESSINGS

A sterile Universal Burn Dressing specifically
for military and tactical medical applications-.

* Subdued Packing

* Night Vision Compatible tear tabs

* Covers up to 7% Total Body Surface Area
* Protects against airborne contamination
* Prevents re-ignition of white phosphorus

Distributed by BOSCO MEDICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD  ABN 22 104 962 030
B o S CO 2/49 Borthwick Avenue P: 1800 026 726 F: 1800 426 726
Metroplex on Gateway E: sales@boscomed.com.au

IMEDICALAUSTRALIA Murarrie Queensland Australia 4172 W: www.boscomed.com.au




Message from the President

Welcometothe2011 Anzac Day Newsletter of
5 Field Ambulance RAAMC Association Quarterly
Magazine.

| trust you all enjoyed the Christmas break and
are now getting up to speed in 2011.

To our sick and elderly members | hope 2011 brings
you greater fulfillment than in the past year. A special
thought for John deWitt who is having a tough time
and currently recovering from a hip break in St George
Hospital Sydney.

On behalf of our Association may | convey our
deepest sympathy to the next of kin of one of our
staunchest members, Steve Baldick, who recently sadly
passed away. Also to other members’ next of kin whose
obituaries are included in this Magazine.

It was a great pleasure to be able to send a 100th
Birthday Card to life member Sn Florence ‘Sue’
Thompson who celebrated this milestone on March
28th. See further details from our secretary Alan Curry.

The first Reserve Forces Day Meeting in 2011 took
place on Thursday 3rd March of note was the awarding
of 5th place Certificate of Commendation to 5 Field
Ambulance Association for the 2010 RFD March awards
“As the Unit Association considered to have just missed
out on the top awards” obviously a little unlucky
considering the strength of our front rank comprising
Brig Brian Pezzuti, Col Bill Molloy, Col Frank Lang OAM,
Col Suresh Badami OAM and Lt Col Michael Campion It
is most likely we would have scored higher if our Patron
Col Ray Hyslop OAM who kindly joined us at the form-
up but had to leave for a prior engagement had been in
our ranks.

Still something to aim for at this year’s RFD Parade
on 3rd July.

With Anzac Day approaching | urge members to
register their intentions to March or attend the after
March Lunch at the Paddington RSL, with our secretary
Alan Curry (02) 4982 4646.

| attended the bi-monthly meeting of the New South
Wales RAAMC Association on 4th February 2011 at

Victoria Barracks. Items

of business included:

1. Aust Fd Hosp Issues:
Maurie  Sainsbury
reminded us that
1AFH will be holding
a Reunion in Canberra
over the Easter Anzac Day Weekend.

2. National President John Straskye gave us an update
Re: the Corps Banner which will be presented by the
Governor General at this stage it is to be on the 10th
Nov 11 in Brisbane and that it will be a big show with
the Army Reserve and Unit association having a
prominent role, with a Dinner being planned. John
will post more information on the website as it
comes to hand.

John also mentioned that the Canadian Medical has

been in touch asking how we have set up our

Association and if he could assist with information

that may help them. (Nice feather in John's Cap)

3. Roderick Bain gave a quick overview on Chronic
Pain problems, John Straskye asked Rod to give him
all the information so that he can put it on the
Website.

The next meeting of the NSW RAAMC Association is
Friday 1st April 2011 at Victoria Barracks Building 11
commencing at 10-30. 5 Field Ambulance members are
encouraged to attend if possible.

Edna and | were able to spend a wonderful holiday
in Tasmania recently with my younger very white
skinned brother from England. The weather was great
but unlike all my previous visits to the Apple Isle | did
not do any serious trekking. It was good to escape (for a
while) from the climatic and geological dramas
besetting our part of the world as well as the North
African powder keg.

Good reading and best regards and hope to see you
on Anzac Day.

Derek Cannon

Derek Carwovv

Ashgrove Acupuncture
and Diet Clinic
f - MASSAGE
- SPORTS INJURIES

+ PAIN MANAGEMENT
+ ACUPUNCTURE & HERBS
* INFERTILITY » NUTRITION

| - WEIGHT LOSS

176 Lloyd St, Enoggera 4051
Phone: 07 3355 6674
Mobile: 0400 566 713

Covered by Private Health Funds

Aespaweturist & Valurspull
S8 8O
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Now’s the time to get your Skin Checked

Australian Skin /
Cancer Clinics A
Chermside 3359 4155
Mt Gravatt 3219 2333
South Brisbane 3844 0156
Taringa 3371 8144

NO REFERRAL NECESSARY
BULK BILLING AVAILABLE

Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance RAAMC Association




Enigma’s
Cafe Restaurant

Ph: 07 5424 1415 « Fax: 07 5424 1416
Shop 1, 137 Ipswich Rd, Esk QLD 4312

www.enigmascafe.com.au

Enigmas Cafe/Restaurant is an
alfresco Cafe/Restaurant owned and
operated by Lloyd and Arthur.

We have a selection of Baguettes &
Batards, Sandwiches, Burgers &
Gourmet Pies.

We have a range of Cakes, Muffins,
~ Cinnamon Rolls, Croissants,

% Quiches & Tarts and gluten free
items for you to choose from.

Have a delightful dining experience
in an alfresco setting with a view of
craggy Mount Esk, sometimes
seeing King Parrots and Black
Cockatoos.

It is situated in the main street, at
the front of Colonial Plaza, with
ample off street parking right next
to the Cafe.

We offer friendly service and are
open 7 days a week from 6:00am
onwards.

We provide Catering Services for
private functions, just call Lloyd.

sE

o METAL FABRICATION

Phone/Fax:

(02) 6782 1401

Hydraulics Sales
Bearing Sales
Nuts, Bolts & Steel Sales

10 Alice Street
Barraba NSW 2347

Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance
RAAMC Association

Kincardine
ALPACA
STUD

Phone:

03 5468 7343

Mobile:
0427 687 343

Email: kincardinealpacs @bigond.com

965 Maryborough Dunolly Read
Bet Bet VIC 3472

Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance
RAAMC Association

Lawson
Affordable
Self Storage

Access to Storage by
Coded Security 24/7

Competitive Rates

Phone:

02 4759 2009

Fax:

02 4759 2302

22-24 Livingstone Street
Lawson NSW

Proud to support
5th Field Ambulance
A4 RAAMC Association
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Message from the Secretary

Dear Members,

My sincere good wishes to you all for 2011.

| send our apologies for not being able to have our
Christmas Magazine in your possession prior to
Christmas. It was not possible due to the “work-load”
of our printers. | can only trust it made a bright start to
your year.

To our members who are on our “Sick Parade”, we
are thinking of you and pray that this year will see you
back to your “old self”.

A special thought goes out to our good friend and
committee member, John de Witt. John was admitted
to hospital just after that bad “heat wave” in February
and was subsequently transferred to “Respite”.

He had only been there a matter of a few days
when he fell and broke his hip; he was then admitted
into St George Hospital (Kogarah) where he was
operated on.

John is now recuperating and the physio’s are
trying to get strength back into his legs so he can walk.
As of the 27th March he is still in St George Hospital
awaiting a transfer back to ‘Respite’ when he is well
enough.

The early part of January brought no good news,
first with our “VALE” section in this issue of our
magazine and then the devastating floods in
Queensland and parts of northern NSW and Victoria.
What a sad month!

This was followed in February by the most
powerful cyclone (Cyclone Yasi--category 5) to ever hit
Australia. (Ruth and | were in the middle of it! See my
story further on).

And then, those deadly bushfires that endangered
lives and destroyed many, many homes in the suburbs
of Roleystone and Kelmscott in Western Australia.

On top of all this, in March, we had those
devastating earthquakes, again, in Christchurch on
the South Island of New Zealand and that ‘monster’
one still unfolding in Japan.

Just about all of our resources, including the use of
our ADF, are assisting our own countrymen as well as
our friends across the Tasman and in Japan.

Our prayers are with them.

On a lighter note | was looking for some photos to
post onto our web site (and | have quite a lot) and got
side-tracked by reading two “Visitor's Books” | have in
my possession.

They were both from 1 General Hospital. One was
from the Officers’ Mess and the other one from the
ORs’ Mess.

The Officers’ Mess Book was presented to them
by Nursing Sisters York, Olive and Witham (I wonder
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what has become of
them?).

The FIRST entry was
made by a ? W. Monthui
Quinlan with the address
of; CMFM AHQ ACT and dated
27/5/1959 and there followed a
lot of names and occasions up to the very last entry of
the event—"AFT '87-EX “DRY RUN"-7-22 MARCH '87.
TALLAGANDA STATE FOREST”. Signed on the 17 March
1987 by WO 1 Scott, WO 1 QMS Hith Mat-DGAHS,
Canberra.

The ORs’ Mess Book may have been donated by
F513253 PTE Marion Stewart (of WA) because hers
was the very first entry, dated 31 August 1981 and
there was a small, signed message on the inside
corner of the front cover which read;

To ORs Mess, thank you all so much for an enjoyable
stay and making me more than welcome on my
“breaking in” night to 1 General Hospital, 31 August
1981.

The last entry was signed by Tony Burgess with his
address as--Officer’s Mess.

The two good pieces news for this magazine was
the award of the Victoria Cross presented to a very
brave and heroic soldier of the SAS Regiment-- CPL
Benjamin Roberts-Smith VC MG.

Our Association sent him a letter of gratitude (Copy
enclosed in this Magazine) and | have also placed his
“Citation” for the Victoria Cross and the Medal for
Gallantry in our magazine.

And the other piece of good news was our good
member Sister Florence (“Sue”) Thompson who
celebrated her 100th Birthday on the 24th March
(See our “CONGRATULATIONS” article in this

magazine)

Alan Curry
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- New Schools

Ve YWosuy v Ol - L emeitEl FIRST CLASS FREE! :
LT * Specialising in Custom Valid until 15/5/11 Wlth JeSS
ﬁ"' ; Tat‘toos Please see website or contact me for timetable

information. Anyone welcome at all classes!

Present this advertisement to receive your 1

& DOy P1ergH 76¢ Cullen Street
i Nimbin NSW

Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance RAAMC Association Ditch the Workout, Join the Party!

‘SITTERS

Going on Deployment?

LORIKE ET Who will care for your house and pets while you are away?

» 1000's of sitters to choose from

» A completely FREE service. Save big $$$ on kennel fees and
keep your home secure

o+ \We have sitters all over Australia

o In return for rent free accommodation a house and pet sitter

« All Types of Metal Roofing will...

PLUMBING & GAS

- Residential, Commercial & Industrial 2R, WAL, AT, (R (- 00 ey
. . o Take your pet to the vet if necessary
* Fascia & Guttering o Save you $20-30 a day in kennel/cattery fees
. Downpipes & Whirlybirds o Allow your pet to stay at home where it's most comfortable
. . o Keep your home safe and secure
» Curved Sheeting + Skylights + Take/forward messages
o Water plants & gardens, clean the pool
0414 664 664 * Give you 'peace of mind'
o Put flowers on the table on your return
Lismore & Surrounding Areas, NSW h F"ﬁ’ out m""':;;"'
Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance Lo LB DO IS oA L
RAAMC Association Ph. 1300 780 809

(Why not put our URL and No. into your phone so you have our details handy)

Community Wheels Inc.

HACC Home & Community Care

A community transport program for:
« Frail Older People « People with Disabilities
* Their Carers * Transport Disadvantaged Residents
Servicing Parramatta & Holroyd

Phone: 02 8868 1400 - Fax: 02 8868 1444
Email: mail@communitywheels.org.au ¢ Website: www.communitywheels.org.au
2a Arthur Street, Merrylands NSW 2160
Proud to support 5th Field Ambulance RAAMC Association
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ANZAC Day March Details

(Monda Z.l»th APRIL)

Our Association cordially welcomes you to participat
in this year’s ANZAC Day March.

If this is your first appearance, we thank you fo
taking part. Look for our Banner. '

We march proudly behind our own Banner and wheg.
we pass the Cenotaph we give an “Eyes LEFT” an
solemnly remember those brave Sailors, Soldiers and'
Airmen, men and women, who paid the supreme!
sacrifice fighting for the freedom you and | enjoy today.

We will march behind the RAAMC Banner in medical
unit Order of Battle i.e. Field Ambulances, CCS’s, Field
Hospitals, General Hospitals.

If you are not a member of an Association but have
served in a medical unit you are more than welcome to
march with us.

" Mobile

FORM UP: Corner Spring and Bent Streets, Sydney.

TIME: 10.15am

DRESS: ADF Personnel—Ceremonial. Men—Lounge
Suit or Jacket and Tie, Beret and Name Badge.
Women—as appropriate.

MEDALS: Approved Government issue only, to be worn.

After the march the RAAMC Association Inc. (NSW
Branch) has “booked” Paddington RSL Club and you are
cordially invited to join us with your friends.

The cost is $40 per head for a 2-course meal with
tea/coffee. The meal is either meat or fish (alternate
servings)—Vegetarian is available, if requested.

If you are unable to march, we would still like your
presence for lunch after the March. Please be at the Club
(in Oxford St., Paddington—nearly opposite Victoria
Barracks) by about 12.30pm. Bus 378 departs from Eddy
Avenue every 20 minutes (from 11.50am) and bus 380
departs from Circular Quay every 15 minutes (Stand “E”).

Those wishing to attend for lunch, please RSVP as soon
as you read this.

L\ Eithersphone myself (Alan cm 4982.4646 or
27.82.4646 OR Theo De e , President—
RAAMC Association Inc. (NSW Branch) (02) 9603.1883 or
Mobile 0408.781.717, for your meal choice (meat/fish/
vegetarian).
Either of us will collect your $40 on the day.
We look forward to your company.

AHS Centaur Memorial Ceremony
(Thursday, 12th May, 2011)

DATE and TIME:
PLACE:
DRESS:

12 May at 10.30am

Ladies—as appropriate.

Concord Repatriation Hospital, CHAPEL.

ADF—Ceremonial; Males—Lounge Suit, Medals and Name Tag,

Members are cordially invited to attend this moving Ceremony in memory of all who lost
their lives when the AHS Centaur was torpedoed and sunk, by a Japanese sub, off the
Queensland coast in the early hours of the morning of the 14th May 1943.

There were 332 people on board, made up of the Captain and crew, doctors, nurses,
orderlies and drivers. 64 survived — 33 medical personnel of 12 Field Ambulance, 30

merchant seamen and 1 nurse.

If you would like a seat and to join me it would be an honour, as we pay our deepest respects
to all the relatives and friends who lost loved ones at the sinking of the AHS Centaur.

Please contact me if you would like to attend.
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O RF Day “Update”
As of this magazine | have
o received 9 Application Forms from
Members to have their partners
recognised with a beautiful
memento Medallion. This medal-
lion will be presented, IN PERSON, on RF Day (Sydney
Domain, Sunday, 3rd JULY about 10.30am).

They are from the following members:-

David CAVANAUGH (for Nancy), Ron FOLEY (for
Adrienne), Jim ILIOPOULOS (for Natalie), Natalie
ILIOPOULOS (for Jim), Anthony JORDAN (for Enid),
Frank LANG (for Valerie), Barry PERIGO (for Heather),
Peter SULLIVAN (for Robyn), Brian TAMS (for Gail).

There is still time left to apply. These Application
Forms were emailed/posted early in the year but if you
haven't yet applied, | have placed the Application
Form below BUT you must have them to me by 29th
APRIL!

| thank those members who have applied and
hopefully, | have not left your name off the list
above—if so, please contact me ASAP.

We have “booked” a room at the Paddington RSL
Club after the Parade.

Would you kindly let me know ASAP if you would
like to join us for lunch. The cost for a meal and drink
will be $25 per head.

Completed Application Forms
from Members

The following members’ forms were received
after our December 2010 magazine “cut-off” date.

Our Association sincerely thanks the following
members for returning their completed forms.

Barry COLLINS OAM, John DAVIES, Laurie
FARRUGIA, Garry FLOOD, Richard FORD, MAJGEN
Warren GLENNY AO, John GORRELL, Victoria
GORRIE, Stuart JONES, Kathleen LOADSMAN,
Robert LOVE, Michael MORONEY, Dr. Phillip
McGRATH, Trish McGRATH, John McKEOWN,
Eugene (“Bill”) O'KEEFE, MAJGEN John PEARN AQ,
Dr. Robert (“Bob”) REID, Dr. James ROCHE OAM,
Michael ROWLEY, Robert STEWART, Brian TAMS,
Peter THOMPSON and Gordon WRIGHT.

(Although most members signed them with a
November 2010/0r 2011 date, there were many who
are inaugural members—we never initiated a
“formal” application form to fill in, in the early days).

Any remaining members’ forms that are received
after this “Issue”, will be acknowledged in our next
magazine.

ONLY COMPLETE THE DETAILS BELOW IF YOUR SPOUSE/PARTNER IS ABLE TO
ATTEND THE NATIONAL RFD PARADE AT THE SYDNEY DOMAIN ON SUNDAY 3 JULY
2011 or the parade in your local city.

AFTER COMPLETION THE FORM SHOULD BE RETURNED TO YOUR ASSOCIATION
SECRETARY FOR PROCESSING ASAP - AT THE LATEST BY 15 APRIL 2011

DETAILS OF THE PERSON BEING NOMINATED:

Spouse/Partner’s Title/Rank ............ Given Name/s .......ccccccvvveeeeeeeeciieeeeenn SURNAME.......coiii e,
AdAreSS. ..o Plcode.................. Mobile Ph

NO. .

NOMINATED BY — RESERVIST’S NAME:

Reg’'t No./PMS Keys................ Title/Rank ........ Given Name/s..........c.ccoevnnnn. SURNAME. ...,
The person | have nominated supported me during my Reserve Service : From............... J o T Total ...... years

These are the dates the person you have nominated supported you during your service in the Reserves.

(The award is to recognise your spouse/partner for their significant contribution and support in caring for the family etc. while you were
actively engaged in attending training exercises, camps, and courses. It does not include service on a Reserve list where no training
was undertaken or where you could be called back to duty e.g. National Servicemen had to stay on a Reserve List for 3 years without a

training commitment.)
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Dates to put in your diaries for 2011

RAAMC Assn Inc. (NSW Branch) FEBRUARY, APRIL, JUNE, AUGUST, OCTOBER, DECEMBER.
(First Friday at 10.30am, Bldg. 11 in Victoria Barracks, Sydney. An “OPEN” Invitation is extended to
our Members. Please advise me if you would like to attend.

14 FEBRUARY National Servicemen’s Day
(We have no Official involvement but if any member attends a Ceremony and represents us, would they
be kind enough to write/email and let me know so | can put an article in our MARCH magazine.

25 APRIL ANZAC Day

12 MAY AHS CENTAUR Service (Concord Hospital TBA)

2 JULy Reserve Forces Day --- NEWCASTLE

3 JULY Reserve Forces Day --- SYDNEY

7 SEPTEMBER Battle for Australia Commemoration (Martin Place, Sydney)
26 NOVEMBER Annual “Mixed” Re-Union Luncheon (Paddington RSL Club)

Cut-Off dates for articles for our quarterly magazine.

MARCH 30, MAY 26, AUGUST 1, NOVEMBER 30.

. W R i’“ H*Happy
Birthday

JANUARY: Colin KLINE, Don JARMAN, “Bill” O’KEEFE, Barry PERIGO,
Albert PERRY, Ken PHILLIPS OAM, Chris STRODE.

FEBRUARY: Harding BURNS OAM, Gavin DRISCOLL, Brett FERRARI,
Terry FRY, George HARRIS, Michael MORONEY,
Peter PAISLEY, Brian TAMS, Peter TRALAGGAN.

MARCH: Barry COLLINS OAM, Ron FOLEY, Kevin HURRELL,
“Roy” McDONALD, Yvonne McLEAN,
MAJGEN John PEARN AO, Charles O'MEALLY,
Dianna ROTHFIELD, Ross SMITH,
Florence (“Sue”) THOMPSON.

Our Association wishes each of you “All the Best” on your “special” day —
Have you given me your month of birth?

5th FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC ASSOCIATION ‘




BOER WAR DAY

The Boer War (1899-1902) ended on the 31st May 1902, and the Federal Government has gazetted (in 2010) that
the Sunday prior to the 31st of May each year would be set aside for relatives and friends to attend any Ceremonies in

their region.

| wrote a small piece in our June 2010 newsletter (Page 8) where | said that | would endeavour to place the
“Commemoration Address”, given by MAJGEN David Morrison AO, Commander, Forces Command, in a future

newsletter.

| had misplaced the “Address” but | am hopeful | can have it re-sent to me (with kind thanks to MAJGEN Morrison’s

staff) in time to have it placed in this magazine.

| would ask you to reflect on his words as we pass another Anniversary of a conflict, that occurred many years ago,

which involved the services of our men and women (nurses).

This was the first conflict that saw the need to use of our Commonwealth troops.

Address to the Boer War Commemoration Service

Minister, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen,
it is a great pleasure to have been asked to give this
commemorative address today. As Army’s Forces
Commander, | am lucky enough to work and live in
Victoria Barracks Sydney. It is the “home of the Australian
Army” and | am deeply conscious of its long and proud
history. From its gates have marched thousand of men
and women to the Nation’s wars. Soldiers from the NSW
Contingent left Victoria Barracks for the Boer War in 1899,
and on its parade ground in 1902, the recipients of the
Victoria Crosses won during the war were invested with
their medals.

We are gathered here to honour the memory of over
16 thousand Australian men and women who took part in
a conflict that ended almost one hundred and ten years
ago. It was a war fought by nations for causes that
engender some disquiet in our modern age: imperial
concerns on the part of Britain, most certainly fuelled by a
strong desire to exploit valuable raw materials, including
gold, and on the part of the Boers a desire for an
independent homeland that was certainly based on the
concept of racial superiority over black Africans.

It was a war, fought bitterly between two implacable
foes, which saw in its latter stages the deliberate
concentration of civilians into camps where many women
and children were to die of lack of proper care. While the
conflict was overshadowed soon enough by the horrors
of the First World War, it left deep divisions in both South
African and European societies and it added greatly to the
growing antipathy between Britain and Germany.

Those who fought lived in societies that were in many
ways different to our own. Our countrymen and women,
who left these shores before 1901, represented their
States as much as they did the idea of the Nation of
Australia. They departed, fought and returned without
the scrutiny of media and many of their actions went
unreported and unnoticed in a Country that was coming
to terms with itself as a constituted Federation while at
the same time struggling to come out of a debilitating
economic recession and drought which resulted in severe
unemployment and truly hard times for many.

Placed as it was in that great sweep of history between
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depression, federation and the tumult of the First World
War, and fought for causes that struggled for enduring
resonance, the service and sacrifice of Australia’s veterans
did not receive the national recognition and public
commemoration that has been accorded to other
conflicts. The work done to redress that imbalance by the
members of the Boer War Memorial Association is to be
applauded and valued greatly by this generation of
Australians.

Because the men and women who participated in the
war deserve that recognition. They were all volunteers of
a vibrant and democratic country that rightly prided itself
on the egalitarian nature of its society. Indeed, one source
of reference | looked at in preparing this address quoted
the fact that one in five Australian men sought enlistment
in either the colonial or Commonwealth forces in the
years between 1899 and 1902. They were motivated
certainly by a sense of adventure, but also by a desire to
see Australia take its place in the world. That many fought
for Britain and Empire is entirely understandable given
the country’s history of settlement and its own
contemporary geo-strategic concerns. The soldiers who
wore for the first time in conflict the slouch hat and the
rising sun badge, both of which | am very proud to have
inherited from them, were men and women of their time,
proud of their heritage but prouder still of their new
Country and its future. They fought gallantly, winning six
Victoria Crosses and numerous other awards for bravery;
and many, almost six hundred, did not return, claimed by
enemy fire or by illness and disease.

They left a legacy of endurance, innovation and
mateship that provided the foundation for those who
were to follow soon after. They were the original
members of the Australian Defence Force and their
legatees are the men and women who are serving this
Country now in Afghanistan, Timor, the Solomons, in the
Gulf and in the seas to our North. That their place in our
history is now receiving the recognition and commemo-
ration it deserves is a credit to those who have fought to
make it so. The Ode to the Fallen reminds us that such
commitment must not be forgotten and now we are
remembering them. Lest we forget.




ROYAL

AUSTRALIAN ARMY MEDICAL

v
CORPS

TWO ITEMS—(1) RAAMC Application Form and (2) RAAMC Banner Presentation

(1) Just a friendly reminder to ask you to complete their
Application Form (see Application Form towards the end
of this magazine) so as to join this worthwhile
organisation—IT IS FREE, but if you wish to donate to it
they would be grateful for any money received BUT
REMEMBER, there is no obligation whatsoever.

If you serve, or have served, in a medical unit,
irrespective of your main Corps i.e. RAASC/RACT,
RAEME etc, The RAAMC Association Inc. want you to
feel that, because of your involvement, you are, or were,
a part of the entire Medical Corps ‘family".

They also have a wonderful web site for those on the
internet; www.raamc.com

(2) Presentation of the Governor-General’s Banner and

the Laying Down of HM The Queen Mother’s Banner:
Friday, NOVEMBER 4 at 10am—Gallipoli Barracks,
Enoggera. Queensland.

4 days of Celebrations are planned for this momentous
event.

The highlight being the presentation of the Banner at
Gallipoli Barracks.

Celebrations will COMMENCE on Thursday, 3rd
November and CONCLUDE on Sunday, 6th
November.

FIELD AMBULANCE RAAMC A

An “All Ranks” Dinner will be held in Brisbane, after the
Presentation, and hosted by MAJGEN Paul Alexander.
As you can imagine, this will be a HUGE event and
probably one that our RAAMC members will not
witness, or be able to be present, again, in their
lifetime.

If you wish to be part of this great event, | need the

following details ASAP;

(a) Your name and who will be accompanying you (if
anyone).

(b) Whether you will require Accommodation and for how
long?

(c) Whether you will be attending the Presentation?

(d) Whether you would like to attend the Dinner?

(e) Whether you require transport?

(f) Whether you would be interested in coming, as a
group, in a 12/20 seater bus (me driving) and sharing
the cost of bus and fuel etc. Cost TBA.

The Dinner reservation will probably be a case of “First

In, First Served”.

The COST of the Dinner has not been finalised, as yet,

but will be about$100 per head.

All details should be available in our next magazine

(Reserve Forces Day —-JUNE 2011).

SSOCIATION
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“Semper Paratus”

5 FIELD AMBULANCE R.A.AM.C. ASSOCIATION
Patron: Colonel Ray Hyslop OAM RFD
President: Lt.Col. Derek Cannon RFD
WEB SITE: www.5fdamb.com
A proud member of the RAAMC Association Inc.

CPL Benjamin Roberts-Smith VC MG
C/- The Chief of Army

Russell Offices R.1.

CANBERRA ACT 2600

23 JANUARY 2011
Dear CPL Roberts-Smith,

I would like to congratulate you, on behalf of our President, Patron and committee
and our entire Association, on being invested with the bravest of all awards.

It is an honour to write to you.

On reading the events of what you did and what took place on June 11 last year, one
can see that you are a dedicated soldier not only in your manner and bearing but
most importantly working in a team environment and looking out for your fellow
soldier mates.

Undoubtedly, the action you took on June 11 helped to save any further injury and
possible loss of life of your fellow unit members.

It takes a very brave man to disregard his own safety, in the face of certain death, to
do what you did.

Our Association, and I, sincerely hope the wider community thanks you for what
you did and the efforts that you, and all your fellow ADF members, are doing, in
Afghanistan and all the other areas where our troops are deployed, to restore peace
and democracy.

Yours Sincerely,

Alan (4

Hon.Sect.

6 Reliance Bvd,.

TANILBA BAY NSW 2319

(ph/fax: (02) 4982.4646 Email: curry36@bigpond.net.au
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CPL Benjamin ROBERTS-SMITH VC MG

(Australia’s most highly decorated soldier)

CITATION for the AWARD of the Victoria
Cross for Australia

On the 11th June 2010, a troop of the
Special Operations Task Group conducted a
helicopter assault into Tizak, Kandahar
Province, in order to capture or kill a senior
Taliban commander.

Immediately upon the helicopter
insertion, the troop was engaged by machine
gun and rocket-propelled grenade fire from
multiple, dominating positions. Two soldiers
were wounded in action and the troop was
pinned down by fire from three machine
guns in an elevated fortified position to the
south of the village.

Under the cover of close air support, suppressive small
arms and machine gun fire, CPL Roberts-Smith and his
patrol manoeuvred to within 70 metres of the enemy
position in order to neutralise the enemy machine gun
positions and regain the initiative.

Upon commencement of the assault, the patrol drew
very heavy, intense, effective and sustained fire from the
enemy position. CPL Roberts-Smith and his patrol
members, fought towards the enemy position, until at a
range of 40 metres, the weight of fire prevented further
movement forward. At this point, he identified the
opportunity to exploit some cover provided by a small
structure.

As he approached the structure, CPL Roberts-Smith
identified an insurgent grenadier in the throes of engaging
his patrol. CPL Roberts-Smith instinctively engaged the
insurgent at point-blank range resulting in the death of the
insurgent.

With members of his patrol still pinned down by the
three enemy machine gun positions, he exposed his own
position in order to draw fire away from his patrol, which
enabled them to bring fire to bear against the enemy.

His actions enabled his Patrol Commander to throw a
grenade and silence one of the machine guns. Seizing the
advantage, and demonstrating extreme devotion to duty
and the most conspicuous gallantry, CPL Roberts-Smith,
with a total disregard for his own safety, stormed the
enemy position killing the two remaining machine
gunners.

His act of valour enabled his patrol to break-in to the
enemy position and to lift the weight of fire from the
remainder of the troop who had been pinned down by the
machine gun fire. On seizing the fortified gun position,
CPL Roberts-Smith then took the initiative again and
continued to assault enemy positions in depth during
which he and another patrol member engaged and killed
further enemy.

His acts of selfless valour directly enabled his troop to
go on and clear the village of Tizak of Taliban. This decisive
engagement subsequently caused the remainder of the
Taliban in Sha Wali Kot District to retreat from the area.
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CPL Roberts-Smith’s most conspicuous
gallantry in a circumstance of extreme peril
was instrumental to the seizure of the
initiative and the success of the troop
against a numerically superior enemy force.
His valour was an inspiration to the soldiers
with whom he fought alongside and is in
keeping with the finest traditions of the
Australian Army and the Australian Defence
Force.

CITATION for the AWARD
of the Medal for Gallantry

On the night of the 31st May 2006, LCPL
Roberts-Smith was employed as a patrol scout and sniper
in a patrol which was tasked with establishing an
Observation Post near the Chora Pass in extremely rugged
terrain overlooking an Anti-Coalition Military sanctuary.

Early in the patrol, after an arduous ten-hour foot
infiltration up the side of a mountain, the patrol was
required to coordinate offensive air support to assist a
combined Special Operations Task Group and other Special
Forces patrol who were in contact with the Anti-Coalition
Militia in the valley floor to their north.

Following this engagement the patrol remained in the
Observation Post to continue providing vital information
on the Anti-Coalition Militia in the area. This comprehen-
sive reporting had a significant effect on shaping the local
area for the subsequent coalition forces operation.

On the 2nd June, the Observation Post had become the
focus of the Anti-Coalition Militia force and repeated
attempts to locate and surround the position ensued.

In one particular incident the Militia attempted to
outflank the Observation Post. LCPL Roberts-Smith was
part of a two man team tasked to move out of their
relatively secure Observation Post in order to locate and
neutralise the Militia and regain the initiative. This task was
successfully achieved.

In another incident, two Anti-Coalition Militia
attempted to attack the Observation Post from a different
flank, LCPL Roberts-Smith again moved to support and
neutralise one of these Militia. LCPL Roberts-Smith then
realised that the forward edge of the Observation Post was
not secure and made the decision to split the team and
take up an exposed position forward of the patrol so he
could effectively employ his sniper weapon. Whilst isola-
ted, and in his precarious position, he observed a group of
sixteen Anti-Coalition Militia advancing across open
ground towards the Observation Post.

LCPL Roberts-Smith effectively employed his sniper rifle
to stop their advance whilst receiving very accurate small
arms fire from another group of Militia to his flank.

Through his efforts, LCPL Roberts-Smith maintained the
initiative and ensured that his patrol remained secure by
holding this position without support for twenty minutes.
He was eventually reinforced by his original team member




and together they continued to hold off the Militia advance
for a further twenty minutes until offensive air support
arrived.

LCPL Roberts-Smith’s actions on the 2nd June 2006,
whilst under heavy Anti-Coalition Militia fire and in a
precarious position, threatened by a numerically superior
force, are testament to his courage, tenacity and sense of
duty to his patrol.

His display of gallantry in disregarding his own personal
safety in maintaining an exposed sniper position under
sustained fire with a risk of being surrounded by the Anti-
Coalition Militia was outstanding. His actions, in order to
safeguard his patrol, were of the highest order and in
keeping with the finest traditions of Special Operations
Command Australia, the Australian Army and the
Australian Defence Force.

PERSONAL

CPL Benjamin Roberts-Smith was born in Perth on 1st
November 1978. He enlisted in the army at 18 years of age
and after Recruit Camp at Singleton (NSW), was posted to
3 RAR as a rifleman in “C” Company.

He advanced to become a Section Commander in the
Direct Fire Support Weapons Platoon.

Whilst with 3 RAR he had two deployments as part of
Rifle Company Butterworth, Malaysia and also two
Operational Tours of Duty to East Timor, including
INTERFET in 1999.

In 2003 he completed a SAS Course and was selected to
commence with the Special Air Service Regiment re-
inforcement cycle. On completion of this cycle he was
posted to 3 Squadron, serving as a member of the Tactical
Assault Group West and the Contingency Squadron.

He was deployed on operations to Fiji in 2004 as well as
on Recovery Operations and a number of personal security
detachments in Irag throughout 2005/2006.

In 2006 and 2007 he was deployed as part of the Special
Operations Task Group in Afghanistan. On his return he was
posted to Operational Support Squadron as a member of
the selection wing, where he took part in the training of
SASR Reinforcements.

In 2009, he was posted to 2 Squadron he was deployed
again, to Afghanistan. On his return home he completed
the SASR Patrol Commanders Course and in 2010 was
again deployed with the SOTG in Afghanistan.

CPL Benjamin Roberts-Smith is currently posted to the
SASR. He is married to Emma and they are the proud
parents of twin daughters, Eve and Elizabeth.

The VICTORIA CROSS (With kind thanks
to this article, and all above, to the
Defence.Gov website)

The Victoria Cross is the pre-eminent
award for acts of bravery in wartime and
is Australia’s highest military honour. Itis
awarded to persons, who, in the
presence of the enemy, display the most
conspicuous gallantry; a daring or pre-
eminent act of valour or self-sacrifice; or
extreme devotion to duty.
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The Victoria Cross was created by Queen Victoria in
1856 and made retrospective to 1854 to cover the period of
the Crimea War.

Until the Victoria Cross for Australia was created in 1991,
Australians were eligible under the Imperial System of
Honours.

The Imperial Victoria Cross has been awarded to 96
Australians—91 received it whilst serving with Australian
forces and 5 Australians received it whilst serving with
South African and British units.

In the BOER WAR, 1899-1902, SIX were awarded. Capt.
Neville HOWSE VC KCMG CB KStJ was the first ever Australian
to be awarded the Victoria Cross (in 1900 during the Boer
War).

In WORLD WAR 1, 1914-1918, SIXTY-FOUR were
awarded. (Nine were awarded in Gallipoli)

In NORTH RUSSIA, 1919, TWO were awarded.

In WORLD WAR 2, 1939-1945, TWENTY were awarded.

In VIETNAM, 1962-1972, FOUR were awarded.

The most recent (Imperial) Victoria Cross was awarded
to Warrant Officer Keith PAYNE VC OAM for gallantry
during the Vietnam War (24 May 1969). Under heavy enemy
fire WO Keith Payne instigated a daring rescue of more than
forty men, many of them wounded, and led the party back to
the battalion base.

The Victoria Cross for Australia replaced the British or
Imperial Victoria Cross on 15 January 1991.

CPL Mark Donaldson was the first recipient and CPL
Benjamin Roberts-Smith the second.

The Governor-General awards the Victoria Cross, with
the approval of the Sovereign, on the recommendation of
the Minister for Defence.

The Victoria Cross may be awarded POSTHUMOUSLY.

Any subsequent award of the Victoria Cross to the
SAME PERSON is made as a BAR to the Cross.

The post-nominal is; VC or VC and Bar

The Victoria Cross is in the form of the Maltese Cross; in
the centre of the medal is a lion guardant standing upon
the Royal Crown. The words “FOR VALOUR" are inscribed
below. On the reverse side is inscribed the Date of the Act
of Bravery, together with the NAME, RANK and UNIT of the
Recipient.

POEM
(Author unknown! Sent in by an email member, with kind thanks)

MEDALS

Go and put your medals on! Be proud, theyre to wear.
Put you shoulders back a bit and let the youngsters stare.

They are yours by right of war, by service to the Crown,
They are symbols that you did not let your country down.

Wear them proudly on your chest and let who will, deride.
They are yours by right of war so carry them with pride.
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Sister Florence (“Sue”) Ella THOMPSON is The photos below will bring back some happy
wholeheartedly congratulated on reaching a memories for Florence.
mighty milestone in life.

“Sue” was 100 years young on the 24th March
and celebrated it twice!

She was feted at her Nursing Home - The Big
Sister Hostel in Miranda - on her birthday, by all
the staff and family and again on the 28th March
at the Penshurst RSL Club to a huge gathering of
family and many, many friends.

“Sue” is a Life Member of our Association and
has always been a welcome attendee at our
gatherings and functions until a few years ago
when her eyesight got worse and she had to . - .
more or less cease her social engagements' Front Rovz;i;lyrjclez,n "I‘\J/foc;li’f A;:ﬁs:qgfrgg?cﬁscg:zfc’z‘;s,’iiff)wr Hutton

Those of us in the Association who know her and Gerry Clinch.
will attest to her beautiful nature and what a 2nd Row: "Sue’ Jhaw Arthur Gough.

3rd Row: John Roche, Steve Baldick,Len Boothman and Max Gordon.
pleasure it was to be in her company. Top Row: Allan Crossley and Barry Collins.

“Sue” Shaw becomes “Sue” Thompson. With Steve Baldick. With Betty de Witt and Diana Rothfield

Our Association has purchased one of the print
201 1 paintings “Sudan to Afghanistan” by noted artist Martin
Campbell and we intend to make this our major prize.
F d R e It is a “Special Numbered Edition” No: 55 (of 200).
un = alser The print overall measurement is 33 %2 inches x 23 %2
inches and the actual painting measures 22 inches x 16 2
inches. It will be framed for the winner.

The tickets will be $5 each and we will draw the winner ONLY
after we recover the cost. May we count on your support?

As of this Magazine we
have sold $255 worth and sincerely thank the following members;
Warren BARNES, Fred BELL, Scotty BOYD, Derek CANNON, David
CAVANAUGH, Alan CURRY, Gavin DRISCOLL, Robert GLOVER, Bryan
LINDSAY, Rayda NOBLE, Chris O'REILLY, Barry and Heather PERIGO,
James ROCHE, John ROCHE and John SMITH.

We will still run our “Yearly Raffle” for $1 per ticket. The winner
will receive 50% of the money raised and will be drawn at our
Annual “Get-Together” in November at the Paddington RSL Club.
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5 CSSB Health Company NEWS

Our Association wishes the unit and the
Health Company in particular, a very happy and
productive 2011.

The start of the year has seen the transfer of a
new Training Warrant Officer.

As we “farewell” SGT David Grace, who trans-
ferred to HMAS Cerebus, we sincerely wish him
all the best and thank him for his help and
assistance during his tenure.

We now formally “Welcome” WO 11 Jim Scott
to the Health Company.

Jim is well and truly a “career soldier” who is
now into his 34th year.

Jim is married to Jane and they have four

children, a son, Jordan, and three daughters,
Rose, Julia and Heather. Our Association wishes
them all a happy and contented future whilst Jim
is with 5 CSSB.

Jim was re-posted from 1 HSB and has
stepped right into preparing some of the Unit,
including three Health Company personnel, for
pre deployment on “Operation Annode” as part
of RAMSI—Regional Assistance Mission to the
Solomon Islands. This includes, among many
other preparatory tasks, the conduct of Combat
First Aid Courses.

Jim had a “Tour of Duty” to Bougainville in
2000.

Room 27, Stanhope Rd., Killaray).

SICK PARADE

Warren BARNES, Neil BARRIE, Don BOOTH, Scotty BOYD, Derek CANNON, Kevin CARTER,
David CAVANAUGH, Barry COLLINS, John DAVIES, Vic (“Bluey”) DAVIS, John de WITT,
George DONNELLY, Nelson FIORENTINO, Eileen HENDERSON, Kevin HURRELL, Neville
JOHNSON, Sir Keith JONES, Wilfred (Bill) JONES (Calvary Nursing Care, CESSNOCK),
Anthony JORDAN, Ted KREMER, Bob LEECH, Bryan LINDSAY, Robert LOVE, Huss
MAHOMET, “Roy” McDONALD, Bob McINERNEY, Rayda NOBLE, Charles O’'MEALLY, Chris
O’REILLY, Barry and Heather PERIGO, John PHILLIPS, Maurice PORTER (Hayfield Court, Baptist Community
Village, Carlingford), Tom PRITCHARD, Harley RODD, Sr. Elizabeth SHEARD, Rob STEWART, Chris STRODE, Brian
TAMS, Peter (“Tommo”) THOMPSON, Sr. Florence (“Sue”) THOMPSON (Big Sister Hostel, Room 216, 2c Kanimbla
Rd., Miranda), Arthur WALTON, John WEAVER, Bruce WHITTET, John WOODHEAD (Lourdes Nursing Home,

KIND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

(Of monies received since last newsletter of December 2010. Please contact me if your name has been omitted.)

» “Scotty” BOYD (Cheque $35) for Subs $15 and 4 “Sudan
Painting” Raffle Tickets $20.

« Laurie FARRUGIA (Cheque $15) For Subs 2010.

« Richard FORD (M/Order $15) for Subs.

« MAJGEN Warren GLENNY AO (Cheque $50) for Subs to
2014.

» Robert GLOVER (Cash $20) for Subs $15 and Raffle Ticket
in Sudan Painting.

» John & Margaret GORRELL (Cheque $30) for Subs for
2011.

+ Brian HARTLEY (Cheque $15) for New Member Subs.

« Brian HOGAN (M/Order $15) for New Member Subs
2011.

» James HOOLAN (Cheque $100) for Life Membership.

» James JORDAN (Cheque $15) for Subs.

» Geoffrey LINDSAY (Cheque $15) for Associate Member-
ship.

» John McKEOWN (Cheque $100) for Life Membership.

» Don MELVILLE (Cheque $125) for Life Membership $100
and Coin & Token Set $25.
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« Rayda NOBLE (Cheque $20) for New Member Subs $15
and Ticket in Sudan Painting $5.

« Chris O'REILLY (M/Order $20) for Subs $15 and Raffle
ticket in Sudan Painting $5.

« MAJGEN John PEARN AO (Cheque $100) for Life
Membership.

« David PORTER (Cheque $50) for additional Christmas
2010 Magazines.

 Dr. James ROCHE (Cheque $100) for 10 Tickets in Sudan
Print $50 and Donation $50.

« Dr. Peter TRALAGGAN (Cheque $100) for Life Member-
ship.

« Thomas VELLA (Cash $15) for Subs.

« Don WIKNER (EFT D/D $200) for Life Membership $100,
10 Tickets in Sudan Print $50 and Donation $50.

« Gordon WRIGHT (Cheque $15) for Subs.

« Federal Govt. GRANT. (D/D $204) “Saluting their Service”
(see article Dec '09 pages 27/28)




NEW MEMBERS

Brian HARTLEY is warmly welcomed to our ranks. He
came across our newsletters whilst visiting the army
museum at Bandiana last year and was given a couple of past
copies (which he thoroughly enjoyed reading).

When he entered the museum he noticed the misspelling of
the word “"Aesculapius” on the “Notice Board” in the foyer and
informed the grateful curator.

Brian served with the Allied Forces in the UK. He was in
the RAMC from 1948 to 1950, mostly in Greece, Egypt and
Cyrenaica.

Brian expressed an interest in joining the RAAMC
Association Inc. to which | posted out our Christmas 2010
newsletter with the said Application Form to join.

He has since emailed me to thank me for our “Welcome”
letter and that he has filled in the form to join the RAAMC
Association Inc. Thank you, Brian, for joining our Association
and we look forward to meeting you in the future.

Brian HOGAN is sincerely welcomed back to our Associa-
tion. Brian was a past member of 5 Field Ambulance in the
1960’s and was a very competent corporal in RAEME.

He was always a much needed member of the team
whether we were on camps, bivouacs or “exercises”, and was
always there to help us sort our mechanical or electrical
problems! (I think, from memory, he did a bit of cooking for us
also!)

It is good to welcome you back, Brian. We look forward to
your company in the future.

James HOOLAN Jr. is a good friend from the United
States.

Although we have never met personally, we have always
been in touch with each other since our working days on the
waterfront. | can’t put my finger on the first time we made
contact—but I'm glad we did.

I was a Tally Clerk and later elected as a union official with
the Waterside Workers Federation in the late 1970’s and
James was a Supervisor/Clerk with his Longshoremen'’s
Union in Oakland, in the US.

We have been sending Christmas cards/letters/emails to
each other for almost 20 years.

James has been in and out of the army since 1956 and
served with distinction in Vietnam in 1967. He was in HQ
Company of 1 Bn, 1st Regiment of 1st Marine Division. He
rose to the rank of Major and is also a qualified pilot.

| invited James to become a member of our Association
and he gladly accepted and just recently sent me a donation
for Life Membership.

Who knows, one day we might get to meet James and his
lovely wife, Gia. They live in Williamsburg, Virginia, USA.
Welcome aboard James, and thank you very much for your
generous donation.

Geoffrey LINDSAY is warmly welcomed as an Associate
Member. Geoffrey is another son of our late member, Mrs
Estelle Lindsay, and brother of our current Associate
member, Bryan.

When | met Geoffrey at their mum'’s funeral he remarked
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how he and his wife, Stephanie, always enjoyed reading our
magazines whenever his mum or Bryan posted them down
to him. | placed Geoff on our mail list and he filled in an
Application Form to join.

Thank you, Geoffrey, we welcome you and look forward
to meeting again in the near future.

Don MELVILLE has been sending our Association some
interesting articles for quite some time so | invited him to join
as an Associate Member.

Not only did Don accept but he donated a Life Member-
ship — we sincerely thank you for this gesture, Don, and your
purchase of a “Coin and Token” set.

Don’s association with us started because his dad was in
WW?1 in 5 Field Ambulance.

He was concerned that the only military service he has
been involved in was his school cadets. (Don, we are proud to
think you want to join us through the involvement of your
dad—we welcome you most sincerely.)

Don wrote that his dad enlisted in Sydney in February
1915 and was posted to 5 Field Ambulance as a driver (horse-
drawn ambulances). He sailed from Alexandria to Lemnos on
the "HMT Melville” (what a coincidence—he wrote) and re-
posted as a stretcher-bearer and then landed in Gallipoli in
the “Big Break-Out” attempt in August before withdrawing in
December, 1915.

He subsequently went to France for the rest of the war,
surviving several health scares, including gas. He attained
the rank of sergeant before being repatriated.

He “drew” a soldier settler orchard block at Griffiths (NSW)
in 1919 but he always suffered the effects of France for the
rest of his life. He passed away in 1957.

Don also wrote that he had two stepbrothers who served
in WW 2—one started out in an Armoured Division in the
Kimberley’'s before transferring to a Construction Company
and serving in Moratai and Borneo—the other one (younger)
was in Infantry and arrived in Borneo not long before the
Japanese surrender.

Don was born in 1938 and never met his stepbrothers
until they were repatriated and de-mobbed in 1945. Until
then they were “myths” to him and his siblings.

He has a lot of memories of childhood experiences
during the latter years of WW2, and the years thereafter.

Don’s father was the local Air-Raid Warden and his
mother was heavily involved with various support
organisations.

Don “registered” for National Service in 1956 but as a
student in the Hawkesbury Agricultural College, was granted
a“deferment” until the course was completed.

He said the nearest he, or any of his colleagues, came to
service was during the “Suez Crisis” later in 1956. He
remembers the large gatherings of students discussing the
situation and the “pro’s and con’s” of enlisting “now” or
finishing college first, then signing up.

Fortunately, said Don, the crisis subsided reasonably
quickly and they were relieved of the necessity of making the
decision.

He wrote that as a group, who had all been granted
“deferment’, they decided that as the college course finished




in December 1957, they would spend a month or so on Bondi
Beach and be ready for the January 1958 “Nasho” intake.

The entire “Scheme” was ended in late 1957, along with
the “Bondi” idea!

Don said his “age group” also missed any involvement in
later “Call-Ups” (Vietnam etc) and as a consequence, very few
of his contemporaries have any military history.

Don has enjoyed researching and re-tracing his dad’s war
footsteps but his last journey in 2005 to Gallipoli for ANZAC
Day has left his partner, Janne, with some mobility problems,
so any further travel plans have been put on the “back-
burner” for now.

Rayda NOBLE is warmly welcomed as an Associate
Member.

Rayda is a good friend of our Association and has been a
long time contributor to our newsletters, mainly through her
involvement with the Rats of Tobruk Association (Vic Branch),
as the Assistant Secretary, along with her other friends, some
of whom are “currently serving” in the ADF.

Rayda is the very proud daughter of the late Charles
(Bernie) Prain who was a Rat of Tobruk with the 2/1st
Australian Field Workshops.

Her dad originally named her “Radar” —after the WW2
detection device—but mum subsequently changed the
spelling—he also named my middle name Bernette because
dad’s Christian name was Bernard!

Rayda has two sisters, Sandra who was born in 1940 and
did not know her dad until the war finished, then Rayda in
1945, then later, their last sister, Valda, who was born in 1952.

Their mum, Mena, became an invalid, due to an illness,
and the family nursed her until her death in January1985.
Their dad passed away in December 1989.

Rayda had three children to her first marriage, (which
ended in divorce), Michelle, sadly died of SIDS at 11 weeks
old, then came Shaun and Bernette.

She later met her late husband, Allan, at junior football
and they eventually married in May 1979. Allan was a
widower and had two children, Stephen and Andrea.

He was a National Serviceman and although no children
came from their union, they were a very happy family unit.

Allan, sadly, was struck with cancer and died in January
2009.

At this present time, Rayda is most upset, as are other
like-minded relatives and friends, that the Victorian Branch of
the RSL is refusing to allow Rats of Tobruk descendants to
march behind their forebear’s Banners.

She marched last year behind her (late) dad’s Banner and
proudly wore his medals (on her right breast).

This emotive issue that has erupted in Melbourne, has
seen many protest letters written to the RSL and the news-
papers.

(A friend of Rayda’s wrote... "this ANZAC Day every child
should say;

“Dad...today | walk beside you cos I'm proud of you...if you
stumble I'll be there. If you have to rest I'll wait with you. When
you cry I'll cry with you...and dad...when you're gone, I'll be
right back here for you...I'll know what to do, you told me. I'll
know where to stand...you showed me. I'll know when to set off
on the March, you taught me. I'll know which of the boys you
always stood beside, you introduce me every year...and dad, I'll
walk in your footsteps and teach my kids what to do ‘till my last
ANZAC Day on this earth. Trust me dad, I'll know what to do
when the time comes, mate.”

(Rayda asked me to write an “Apology” for incorrectly
naming the wrong person in the group photo (see Christmas
Magazine 2010— p35). Her ADF friend, Bombardier Brad
Marshall, is on the left of the photo NOT on the right.)

Thank you, Rayda, for becoming one of us. We look
forward to greeting you in the near future.

Ross SMITH is sincerely welcomed in to our Association.

Ross is a WW 2 veteran and a very good mate of Charles
Dobson (whom | wrote about in our June 2010 Newsletter—
page 25)—they have been mates for over 60 years.

Charles had passed our magazine on to Ross and he filled
in the Application Form in the magazine, to join us.

Along with his application was a wonderful read of what
happened to him after the war—I have passed it on to our
publishers for inclusion in one of our newsletters, when
space permits.

Thank you, Ross, for your words. | hope whe