







Minute 14
Minutes
of the 

Army Health Services Historical Research Group Meeting

Held at 6pm on 12th February 2008
at the

Naval, Military and Air Force Club of South Australia (Inc.)
Attendees: 

COL B Perks (chair), LTCOL S Kuusk (treasurer), COL A Summers (secretary), 

COL D Beard, COL M Jelly, COL B Mollison. 
Apologies:         

COL J Aiello, COL S Cameron, COL P Byrne (rural member)
1. Minutes

1.1 Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 11th December 2007 
Were approved subject to formal approval at the next AGM 

Moved COL Jelly, seconded COL Summers

1.2  Minutes of the General Meeting 11th December 2007
Moved COL Jelly, seconded LTCOL Kuusk.

The Committee then authorised that the minutes of 2006 and 2007 be submitted to the Army Museum of South Australia as a true and accurate record of our proceedings for that period.  

Moved COL Summers, seconded LTCOL Kuusk.
2. Business and actions arising from Minutes 
2.1 Army Museum of South Australia Foundation (AMOSA) affiliation:

All paper work re our affiliation to   AMOSA has been signed and submitted to the President of the Board of AMOSA.  
2.2 Website:
2.2.1 COL Perks has negotiated that our minutes and historical information 
will be placed on the RAAMC website as they become available and 
submitted to Major J Straskye. 

2.2.2 COL Perks informed the committee that 3 new Honorary Colonels had 
been appointed. 
Western Australia
COL A Wright

Victoria 

COL L Warfe

Tasmania

COL R Simpson

COL Perks will discuss with each of them the instigation of similar history 
groups in their States.
2.2.3 Major Straskye is developing further links to the RAAMC website 
that 
may be of interest to us.
2.3 Freedom of the city scroll:

LTCOL Kuusk has still to send the scroll to Bandiana this is delayed because 
of the Christmas break. The scroll to be presented to 3HSB is currently with 
the RSM of 3HSB waiting for a suitable time for presentation to the unit.  
On 26 Feb 08 COL Beard will be giving an oral presentation on the role of 
the RMO to 3HSB and the committee has asked him to present the scroll to 
3HSB on the behalf of COL Perks at that time.
2.4 Contacts with retired RAAMC members:
2.4.1 COL Beard reported that he would like to follow up the service of 3 South Australian Medical Officers who served at the Western Front in WW1. Namely Swift, Turner, and Beard all of whom were awarded the MC.  COL 
Beard will endeavour to research this at the Australian War Memorial when 
he visits there in April.

2.4.2 COL Jelly has contacted Tony Seymour in regard to his Father’s service.  Most of the memorabilia is now with the grandchildren of a second marriage and Tony will try and follow up.
COL Jelly is also trying to follow up information on COL Barb Dwyer through his son.
2.4.3
COL Mollison went to see LTCOL Jack Shepherd in Moree NSW for information about his father.  LTCOL Shepherd gave COL Mollison substantial information about his great grandfather COL Arthur Edmond 

Shepherd.  Much discussion occurred about this unexpected development.

The following excerpt from Who’s Who in Australia exemplifies the importance of this discovery. 

Shepherd, Colonel Arthur Edmond, C.B.E., D.S.O., V.D., L.R.C.P. and S.; Hon Consulting Surg. Adel. Hosp: son of E. Shepherd: b. Oct 19 1867, Norwood, S.A.; ed. Norwood Gram. Sch., Prince Alfred Coll., Adelaide, and Edin. Univ., L.R.C.P. , L.R.C.S. Edin. and Glasgow; joined A.A.M.C 1900 Great War was P.M.O. and Director – Gen Medical Services until Dec., 1915,  when he embarked for active service , Egypt, France, Belgium, commanding 8th Aus. Field Ambulance. Colonel, A.D.M.S 2n Aus. Div. 1917 S.M.O. Aus. Corps 1919. [Mentioned in] Despatches three times D.S.O. 1918, C.B.E. 1919, Medaille de Reconnaissance Francaise 1919; P.M.O. on return to Aus. Medical Officer Repat. Dept. 

A significant amount of further information was tabled which will be summarised by COL Summers for placement on the website.


COL Mollison also will pursue further information about LTCOL Jack 

Shepherd’s father, Major David Wickham Shepherd, who served in WW2 and started up the Loveday Prisoner of War Camp.  The photocopied information tabled at the meeting will be placed in AMOSA when we have finished with it.  
2.4.4
LTCOL Kuusk has met with Susan Magarey who has donated her father’s medical suitcase and a photocopy of his diary to AMOSA through this committee. The suitcase contained – leather gaiters and a small pack. Inside the lid was the following list of requirements for an officer to take on deployment.

Suitcase 



Valise

1 tunic and trousers Drill

1 blanket

1 Torch



1 Flea bag

1 Pair of shoes



1 small pillow

2 thin pairs short socks


1 ground sheet

2 thick pairs short socks

1 universal kitbag

1 pair garters



1 pair heavy boots

2 pairs shorts



1 pair light-heavy boots

3 shirts



2 suits W.D.

1 bath towel



1 canvas bucket


3 pairs long socks


1 camp stool
2 sets silk underclothes


1 stretcher and cover
1 Balaclava

12 handkerchiefs

1 flynet

1 brown long-sleeved pullover

1 pair silk pyjamas

1 bathers

Toilet and cleaning gear

1 housewife

2 ties

1 pair gauntlet gloves

1 pair leather glove

Discussion occurred about the detailed list.
2.5 Rural membership:

COL Mollison mentioned that LTCOL Jack Shepherd is amenable to being a 
rural member of the committee.


The committee unanimously agreed to invite COL Jack Shepherd to be a 
rural member of this committee.


COL Perks reported that COL P Byrne had now settled into his country house 
and that he was intending to make a donation to this History Group in due 
course.


COL Perks will write to both COL Byrne and COL Shepherd notifying them 
of their rural membership.
       3.
      Correspondence



COL Perks has received several communications from COL Byrne in regard 

 to COL Byrne’s historical investigations. Work is in progress.  
4.        Treasurer’s Report



 The treasurer verbally reported that the committee had neither received nor 

expended any further funds since last report.
5.         New Business


COL Perks reported that  he will be attending the next Corps Committee 


meeting in Canberra in 2 weeks time. He will be suggesting that funds be 

made available for a Honorary Colonel’s Conference.  COL Beard 


commented that he did not recall this ever occurring in the past and should be 

encouraged. 


LTCOL Kuusk informed the committee that the Chief of Army was keen to 

preserve Corps Histories and that funding was available to Head of Corps to 

do so. COL Perks to follow through and advise.
 6.
       Any Other Business

Col Perks informed the committee that he would be away for the next 


meeting and asked COL Jelly to chair the meeting. 
7.
   Meeting closed at 1900

Four  members, COL Perks, COL Summers, COL Jelly and COL Mollison attended dinner at the club following the meeting.  COL Perks reminded all members that they were individually responsible for their dinner accounts and the staff of the club would routinely record the names of those that stay to dinner.
8.
Next meeting 11th March 2008 
Signature of Chair................................................
Date..................................................
