


   MINUTES                          Minute 22
of the

Army Health Services Historical Research Group Meeting

Held at 6pm on Tuesday 11th November 2008

at the

Naval, Military and Air Force Club of South Australia (Inc.)

Attendees: COL B. Perks (chair) COL A. Summers (minute secretary) LTCOL S Kuusk (treasurer) Mr L. Tyner, COL S. Cameron, LCDR A. Swain, COL J Aiello, COL M. Jelly.
Apologies: COL D. Beard, COL P Byrne, COL B. Beal, COL B. Mollison.

1. Minutes of the previous meeting

 Were read and accepted.
2.
Business and actions arising from Minutes 

2.1
Website

COL Perks commented that it is intended MAJ Straskye be appointed as SO2 Heritage for the RAAMC and will manage the website.  COL Perks reported that several hundred past and present personnel of 11 FD AMB attended their recent reunion attributed to the availability of contact through the RAAMC website.

2.2
Contacts with retired RAAMC members:


2.2.1

Magarey diary


LTCOL Kuusk returned the Magarey Diary to the meeting and reported that it covers 
the history of 2/6 FD AMB from when it was raised in South Australia until it was 
disbanded. It is a historically significant document and the original is in the Mortlock 
Library of the South Australian State Library.  A copy is held at the War Memorial in 
Canberra.  This copy once all members of the historical group have read it will be 
placed in the Army Museum of South Australia which also holds a photographic 
album of the 2/6 FD AMB and the unit Flag.

COL Perks will take the diary to read.  COL Summers will scan the medical 
appreciation of the evacuation Kokoda Trail for placement on the website.


2.2.2 

COL BS Hanson 

Members of the group will continue try to contact COL Hanson’s relatives in 
regard to his diaries.


2.2.3

John Davis Photographs 


LTCOL Kuusk has had all significant photos copied to a disc with them on.  Mr 
Peter Davidson who has undertaken the copies has now moved to Tasmania but 
will 
be able to professionally print for us hard copies of any photos that we identify. 
LTCOL Kuusk will discuss with COL Byrne next week, which photos are required in 
hard copy then organise for them to be printed by Mr Davidson.

2.2.4

WW1 Trench maps


We now have a copy of the one significant map and all the originals will be returned 
to the family by COL P Byrne.


2.2.5

Harry Medcalf Fisher


COL Perks is waiting to see his grandson Chris Hughes and will invite his son John 

Hughes to one of our meetings in 2009.



2.2.6

Terms of Reference



COL Perks thanked COL Aiello for providing the group with the draft Terms of 


Reference.  It was decided that members would email COL Aiello with any 


comments and amendments. She will table the draft Terms of Reference for 


consideration and acceptance at the AGM next month.



2.2.7

MOU AMOSA 



COL Perks has a copy of the MOU and will retrieve it for inclusion as an attachment 

to the Terms of Reference.


2.2.8

Database


LTCOL Kuusk demonstrated his Microsoft Data Base to the meeting.  It is flexible 
and simple to operate. COL Jelly will obtain any known databases of South 
Australian Health Service personnel and combine as one large database using Excel.

2.2.9

Xmas Function


COL Summers has booked the table and confirmed that we can have the Table 
D’hôte 
for the function.  COL Summers will investigate whether or not we can have 
a choice of main courses with this. At this stage we have 17 members and partners 
attending.

2.2.10

Additional members to the committee


COL Summers has contacted Major Rick Melbourne who is very interested in the 
history of the OR’s and Non Commissioned Officer of the RAAMC.  It was 
unanimously decided to invite him and his partner to the Xmas function.


2.2.11

School Projects



LTCOL Kuusk will speak to the appropriate person at the Department of Veteran 

Affairs and inform them that should they wish an ex serving member to speak about 

the Health Services to schools, a member from this group would be willing to do so.


2.2.12

Letterhead



The proposed letter head format was accepted by the group with the addition of the 

AMOSA logo.  COL Summers will try to obtain a coloured version of the AMOSA 

logo from Major Paul Longstaff at the museum.  Patron’s name and post nominal’s 

(COL DD Beard) will be added below the title line.  No address details required until 

formalised at a future date.


2.2.13

Proposed Layout of a General Hospital



Deferred until COL Mollison can be in attendance.


2.2.14

DVA
Grant



LTCOL Kuusk suggested that we should apply for a DVA grant to refurbish the 


Magarey suitcase.  This can be done if it is to support a display at the Army 


Museum of South Australia.  Mr Tyner reminded the meeting that next year was the 

70th anniversary of the beginning of WW2 and it would be useful to have a larger 

display of memorabilia from South Australian Medical Units of WW2 with special 

emphasis on the 2/6, 2/7 and 2/8 FD AMBs. This was unanimously supported. 


LTCOL Kuusk will consult with the AMOSAF curator Mr Alan Puttick and put an 

application for a grant of up to $3000 (through Major Barry Willoughby the AMOSA 

Manager) before Xmas. 


2.2.15

Meeting Calendar 2009



COL Perks submitted the planned meeting calendar for 2009.


It was confirmed that we would meet on the first Tuesday of each month.  We would 

not have a meeting on the first Tuesday in January, and the meeting in November 

would be on the 2nd Tuesday of that month to avoid Melbourne Cup Day. Our 


workshop will be held in July. COL Perks to provide the finalised calendar at the 


AGM.  The proposed calendar 2009 an attachment to these minutes.
      3.
Correspondence


An email was received by COL Roger Freeman asking if anyone in our group knew the 
names of the RMOs who served with the 27th Battalion n in WW1.  LTCOL Kuusk is 
exploring this request.
      4.
Treasurer’s Report


There having been no expenditure in the past month the


Closing Balance at  31st October 2008  = $1354.55.


COL Summers said that she was aware of 2 further donations to our sub-account during
Sep 
2008 that should showing on our sub-account statement.  LTCOL Kuusk and COL 
Summers will speak to the AMOSAF treasurer to find out why they are not yet included. 
      5.
New Business


5.1
COL Jelly will try to contact Adrian Von Der Borch for his military memorabilia.

5.2
COL Summers tabled the following papers for interested members to read:-

· The Royal Adelaide Hospital List of Gynaecological Honoraries and their obituaries. Taken by COL Jelly to read.

· A copy of the pamphlet re the Adelaide Hospital Dispute 1896.  Taken by LCDR Swain to read.
· The Jubilee History of the Royal Adelaide Hospital. Taken by COL Jelly to read.


5.3 
The requirement for a budget was raised by the Chairperson and discussed by the 

committee.  The consensus view was that we did not need a budget until we have 

greater funds.
6.
Next Meeting Tuesday 9th December AGM and Xmas Dinner

All members present at the meeting stayed for an enjoyable dinner at the Naval Military and Air Force Club.
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