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Some Diary entries of 2845 Dvr. James William MELVILLE of 5 Field Ambulance A.I.F. (from 1915)
(Courtesy of his son, Don Melville)

Familiar Names:

George Anderson

Chaplain (Capt.) Bland.

? Bank-Smith—wounded by shrapnel while sheltering in fox-hole with me.

Sgt. Banner

Freddie Bashford

Jack Bashford

Sgt. Black

“Brickie”

John Briens

“Bronco”

Sgt. Campling

Capt. Chapman

? Christmas

Jim Curtis—shared dug-out at times—wounded 12/12/15

? Cutting

Capt. Davenport—who met his wife in India or Colombo.

Miss Jessie Farnden “Hawthorne” Saddleworth SA –(noted as the donor of a new billy-can and plum pudding, issued to me on Christmas Day 1915 on Lemnos.

Jim Frazer

? Giddy—a driver

Cpl. Gladhill

Sgt.Maj. Max James—wounded 23/8/15

Capt. Johnston

? Griffiths

Jim Kitts—went on leave with me several times.
Bill Lawrence—a close friend.

Cpl. George Mackauslan

Major Moseley—who made some scathing remarks re the 5th.
“Scotty” McDonald—accidentally “tipped” a bucket of water over an unpopular Major.

? Nies OR Nies ? –shared dug-out at times

Norm Pearce—shared dug-out at times.

Major Phipps

Alf Prince (OR Pruce)

Jim Proctor—a close friend (J.H.Proctor “Hazle Brae” Bulwarra West Maitland)—shared a dug-out at times, he was evacuated on 9/11/15 with enteric fever.

Staff Sgt. Pye

Bill Ramage—killed in action 23/8/15

? Robins

Claude Smith

? Stanley OR Stanley ?

R. Stewart

Billy Waddell—a Boxer. 

Staff Sgt. Wilson
-----------------------------

ENTRY DATES:

1915

20/2—passed medical

26/2—enlisted at Liverpool (previous experience—2 years in Scottish Rifles. Posted as Pte. To 5 Fd.Amb.

29/3-1/4—3 days CB for “disorderly on parade”.

31/5—Promoted to driver and sailed on “SS Ajana” ex Sydney.

2/6—Docked in Melbourne for brief stop-over.

3/6-13/6—nothing of importance—sailed ex Melbourne.

14/6—Whole unit “crimed” for supposed insult to Melbourne Major.

15/6—Severe Reprimand to unit from C.O.

21/6—“SS Ajana” alters course and now heading for Colombo.

24/6—arrive Colombo. Horses rested on shore.

28/6—arrive Bombay. Horses rested on shore.

3/7—sailed from Bombay.

11/7—arrive Aden.

13/7—entered Red Sea.

16/7—passed Sinai Peninsula.

17/7—through Suez Canal to Alexandria.

19/7—departed Alexandria by train for Heliopolis (airfield near Cairo)—8 hour trip. Got first taste of Bully Beef and biscuits.

20/7—Pitching tents and set up camp etc.

21-30/7—Training, Route marches, Lectures etc. Sightseeing around Cairo—pyramids etc. Some care given to wounded evacuated from Gallipoli via Alexandria.

1-12/8—more training, marches etc.

13/8—told to pack up.

15/8—depart Heliopolis and go to Alexandria.

16/8—embarked on “HMT Melville” bound for Lemnos. Soldiers now knew they were going to Gallipoli.

19/8—passed floating mine. Soldiers fired 50-60 shots at it but it survived—leave it to the submarines to fix! Arrived at Lemnos. One of the horses (“Speed”) gets very sick.

22/8—volunteered to go to “front” when some soldiers (bearers) went overtime on leave.

23/8—arrived beach 12.30am. into camp 2am. Get reports that 18 Bn. has suffered heavy casualties. 5.30am warships fire into hills. Carry out first stretcher cases. Bill Ramage killed, Max James wounded.

24/8—pitching tents etc, setting up Dressing Stations.

25/8—went for a swim off ANZAC Beach and on the way back through “the gap” got baptism of fire from shrapnel. My friend beside me got hit in the shoulder. “I’ve never crouched in so small a hole before—gives one a bit of a shock”

26/8—nothing of importance.

27/8—Heavy bombardment by warships followed by ANZAC attack at 4pm (gained 2 trenches)—about 600 casualties. Kept us busy all night. Forced to quit at 2am on the 28th—too weak from dysentery. Shell went through tent—2 injured but I escape.

28/8—carried 8 stretcher cases from tent to Clearing Station—again forced to retire from exhaustion.

29-31/8—admitted to Field Hospital. Jim Frazer gets bullet in shoulder. 5 Fd Amb casualties to date—2 dead 6 wounded.

1-6/9—on light duties due to weakness in legs and diarrhoea.

(3/6)—some of “B” Section go to Walkers Ridge.

7/9—did 1 stretcher carry. Preparations for move to Monash Gully.

8/9—move to Monash Gully. (“Mother would go into raptures over the beautiful sunsets here”)

10/9—back on Sick Parade fro diarrhoea.

11/9—built new dug-out.

13/9—went to Walkers Ridge.

14-22/9—nothing important—survived shell blast on 20th
23/9—put up hospital tent—survived another shrapnel blast from Beechie Bill”. Have some fresh meat and bread—best meal since landing on ANZAC.

24/9—Jim Proctor in hospital (Trench Fever).

25/9—visit Jim in hospital. Eat a small piece of Chocolate.

26/9—go to Walkers Ridge.

29/9—hear news of British and French successes in Flanders. Bulgaria mobilising.

2/10—At Walkers Ridge. Hand gets poisoned.

4/10—Buy 1 doz. eggs from Greek trader on beach for 3 Shillings (5 were rotten!)—heavy bombardment by Turks—shells come from all directions.

5/10—poisoned hand gets worse (lymphatic). Arm put in sling.

7/10—Sgt. Camplin evacuated with fever.

8/10—3 more evacuated ill. Unit now 50 under strength.

9/10—general dissatisfaction among troops following announcements of promotions. Change dug-outs.

14/10—on Walkers Ridge party—get first issue of mutton—“very nice”.

15/10—woke up with sore throat—admitted to hospital (Temp. 102 deg.)

25/10—discharged from hospital and start work as orderly in Sgt’s Mess.

26/10-8/11—nothing important.

9/11—Jim Proctor evacuated (enteric fever).

14/11—Visit from Lord Kitchener.

10/12—cable Christmas Greeting home.

12/12—Jim Curtis seriously wounded. Get orders to pack up and be ready to move off when ordered.

14/12—told that 5 Fd Amb will be the last Ambulance unit to leave Gallipoli.

15/12—Those not directly assisting Bn  medical staff get orders to evacuate Gallipoli. Left at 7.30pm and embarked “HMS Heroic”. Got meal of bread, butter, cheese, salmon and cocoa.

16/12—arrive Lemnos and spend day or two setting up camp.

20/12—final evacuation of ANZAC’s from Gallipoli.

25/12—everyone in good spirits—get Christmas gifts of billy-cans and plum puddings.

1916

3/1—left camp and boarded “SS Manitou”.

4-5/1—loading horses, mules etc.

6/1—sailed at 4am. Wearing life-belts compulsory. Several ships in convoy with 3 or 4 warships as escorts.

8/1—arrive at Alexandria.

9/1—transfer by train to Tel-El-Kebir.

12/1—Transport Section arrives to rejoin bearers.

16/1—I am transferred from stretcher bearer back to transport (driver).

17/1-5/2—rest, football matches etc.

6/2—Get orders to move to Ismalia.

7/2—Transfer to Ismalia then cross Suez Canal. Lost my complete kit to the bottom of the canal. Left with clothes I stand up in!

8/2—Kit recovered but in a sorry state.

19/2—“C” Section get orders to be ready to move (back to Tel-El-Kebir to start formation of new unit)

17/3—load horses and gear on “HMT Crispin”. Too many men for this ship so 20 men board “HMT Areadian” and depart for Marseilles. Lost my belt, pouch and camera.

20/3—pass Malta.

22/3—pass Corsica and Sardinia.

23/3—disembark at Marseilles.

24/3—depart Marseilles by train—destination unknown.

27/3—arrived at Thiennes.

1/4—Lord Kitchener inspects troops at Aire.

7/4—depart Thiennes and pass through Hazebrouch to Outtersteene.

8/4—travel to Steenwerk.

10/4—take limber to Bac-St-Maur. Picket duty.

25/4—travelled fro Steenwerk to La Nouvelle Farm.

5/5—20 Bn get strafed. Over 100 casualties.

7/5—go to Erquingham for load of bricks. Horse goes lame.

9/5—take load of “cured” patients to Bois Grenier.

16/5—General Birdwood inspects camp.

NOTE: the personal diary ends here! Remainder not found. Many mentions about receiving mail from home and of sending letters. Mail Call is obviously very important in the life of a soldier.

Notes from War Records show:-

16/10/16—Charged with conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline—ill-treating horse in the field—Santonee. 7 days F.P.

9-21/8/17—Leave to U.K.

15-21/12/17—Leave to Paris (certified free of vermin and scabies)

11/5/18—notified to be promoted to L/Cpl.

16/8/18—promoted to L/Cpl.

8-26/9/18—Leave to U.K.

27/9/18—Promoted Temporary Corporal.

2/11/18—Promoted Temporary Sergeant.

7/1/19—Promoted Sergeant.

8/1/19—Proceeded to U.K. for return to Australia.

24/2/19—sailed on “Cluny Castle” as nursing staff.

23/3/19—arrived in Devonport.

22/7/19—Discharged.
