Minute 21

MINUTES            
of the

Army Health Services Historical Research Group Meeting

Held at 6pm on Tuesday 7th October 2008

at the

Naval, Military and Air Force Club of South Australia (Inc.)

Attendees: 
COL B Perks (Chair), COL M Jelly, COL A Summers (Minute secretary), LCDR A Swain,           COL S Cameron, GPCAPT C Verco, Mr L Tyner.
Apologies: COL J Aiello, LTCOL S Kuusk, COL B Beal, COL P Byrne, COL D Beard, COL B Mollison
Special Guest
COL Perks welcomed Mr Brenton Whittle to the meeting and invited him to speak at the end of the meeting.  COL Perks acknowledged Mr Lincoln Tyner who attended the previous meeting.
1. Minutes of the previous meeting
COL Perks thanked COL Jelly for chairing the previous meeting in his absence.  Minutes of the previous meeting accepted – proposed GPCAPT Verco, seconded COL Summers
2.
Business and actions arising from Minutes 

2.1

Website
No further update available.
2.2
Contacts with retired RAAMC members:

2.2.1

Magarey diary

The diary is currently with LTCOL Kuusk.  COL Cameron suggested that we should endeavour to obtain a copy of the entire available diary not just the synopsis related to the evacuation of the Kokoda trail.

COL Perks reported that LTCOL Kuusk had investigated the restoration of the suitcase and it was agreed that given the availability of funds we should concentrate on the preservation of the suitcase in its present state (rather than restoration).
2.2.2 

COL BS Hanson 
COL Perks reported that COL Byrne had in his possession a 12 month period of the Hanson Diaries from June 1941 to July 1942.  COL Byrne has collated a list of 2/8 Field Ambulance members
Mr Whittle commented that COL Hanson is mentioned in his Father’s diary which he will be talking to later in the meeting.
It was the general consensus that we would continue to explore contact with the family.
2.2.3

John Davis Photographs 

The two photo albums are now back with COL Perks.  There are 400 pages of calligraphic records retained by the Schipp family (son-in-law of John Davis).  These records are available for inspection by members of the committee.
2.2.4

WW1 Trench maps
As reported at the last meeting only one map of significance has been copied (the rest are easily available through archival sources).

2.2.5

Harry Medcalf Fisher

Nothing further


2.2.7

RAAMC Officers Training Wing Photo Presentation

The photograph was presented to 3 HSB after the memorial service at Unley on 21Sept 2008 
and was very well received by the CO LTCOL Sue Neuhaus. Members of this group that 
attended the service concurred that it was an excellent service and very worthwhile attending.

2.2.8

Terms of Reference

The draft Terms of Reference by COL Aiello were table and it was agreed that they should be 
broad and simple.   Attached to the Terms of Reference will be the AMOSA constitution and the 
Memorandum of Understanding between AMOSA and this group.  COL Perks to send a copy of 
the MOU to COL Summers and COL Roger Burzacott.  Members of the group wanted more time 
to digest the draft and make comment.  To be brought to the next meeting.
2.2.9

Database
LTCOL Kuusk is to provide a sample Excel table for our consideration.  COL Summers to ask him if it is possible for him to email a sample to be sent around to the group between meetings.
2.2.10

Function

The end of year Xmas dinner on Tuesday 9th December 2008 with partners is confirmed with the Naval Military and Air Force club.  Numbers that will be attending need to be identified at the next meeting.

2.2.11

Additional members to the committee
COL Perks invited Mr Lincoln Tyner to be a member of the committee which was accepted unanimously.  Mr Tyner has an interest in interviewing ex serving military members.  He has a wealth of experience in Television broadcasting especially in the area of military history.  His expertise in this area will be of great value to this committee.
COL Summers reported that she had met recently with Major Rick Melbourne who expressed an interest in contributing to our group through the history of other ranks.  COL Summers is to invite MAJ Melbourne to the next meeting.

2.2.12

School Projects


It was agreed that to undertake school projects was not a primary function of this committee 
but members of the group would be pleased to talk to schools if asked. However, we need to 
inform the DVA of our existence.  COL Summers suggested that we ask LTCOL Kuusk to 
approach the appropriate person when he returns.

2.2.13

Letterhead


The committee, after discussion, agreed to include the logos of the followings Corps on our 
letterhead in order top to bottom on the left hand side.

AMOSA


Medical Corps


Nursing Corps


Dental Corps


Psych Corps


Padres

COL Summers will send out a draft for consideration by the committee.

2.2.14

Proposed Layout of a General Hospital


Nothing further


      3.
Correspondence


Nil
      4.
Treasurer’s Report


Statement

Income





$2250.00

Expenditure




$ 895.00

Closing Balance as at 2nd Sept 2008

$1354.55

      5.
New Business


5.1
LTCOL Kuusk through COL Perks has asked the committee to consider and 
application for a DVA Grant for $450-$500 to prepare materials to display at AMOSA.  
LTCOL Kuusk will prepare the application on his return.  Seconded GPCAPT Verco. 
Carried.

5.2
After discussion it was decided that in 2009 we will change our meeting to the 1st 
Tuesday of the month to avoid conflict with other military obligations of members of the 
committee. COL Perks will compile the annual calendar for 2009 and table at the next 
meeting.


5.3
COL Jelly tabled a book entitled Proudly We Served covering the history of 2/5 
AGH. 
He reported that many South Australians served with this unit and he had recorded 
their names.  COL Cameron to read the book.


5.4
COL Jelly also reported that whilst he was exploring the connection of his family to 
the Verco family in the Verco Family History book he came across the name Timothy 
Augustine Hynes surgeon to the South Australian Military Forces and he graduated MB,ChM 
in 1888 and MB Adelaide 1889.



5.5
LCDR A Swain tabled the book Doctor in Heaven by Les Poidevin to be placed in 
the museum
6.

COL Perks then invited Mr Brenton Whittle to speak.
Mr Whittle gave a very interesting talk on his father, a member of the 2/8 Fd Amb.  Mr Whittle will make available to COL Summers with further detailed information of his Father’s service by the next meeting to be included in future minutes.
Next Meeting 11th November 
Dinner at the Club was attended by COL B Perks (Chair), COL M Jelly, COL A Summers (Minute secretary), LCDR A Swain, COL S Cameron, GPCAPT C Verco, Mr Brenton Whittle.

Signature of Chair................................................
Date..................................................
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